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COURSE DESCRIPTION & OBJECTIVES: 
 
Real-world politics are contentious, and as such, one’s first exposure to political science in the 
classroom can be difficult. One way around the difficulties associated with encountering political 
concepts in the classroom for the first time is to encounter them in fictional settings. The Star 
Wars Universe is rife with political concepts, such as democracy, authoritarianism, regime 
change, legislative rules, civil war, terrorism, and rights abuses, among many others. In this 
class, we hope to introduce you to political science through the lens of Star Wars, a common 
mythical touchstone for several generations. In doing so, we hope to expose you to the type of 
research conducted by both professors, to give a glimpse into the expectations placed on 
incoming college students, and to give you a firm grasp on the many ways that the University of 
Georgia can help them connect to the world.  As such, by the end of this course, you should: 

 Have an improved understanding of political science and the way it is studied 
 Understand how several important political concepts can be illustrated by using examples 

from the Star Wars Universe 
 Grasp the expectations associated with being a student at the University of Georgia, as 

well as the many of the ways in which UGA can work for you 
 Be capable of understanding and participating in the public debate over the many issues 

discussed in this class  
 Have an improved ability to make logical, convincing oral and written arguments 

 
Beyond these objectives specific to our course, First Year Odyssey courses generally: 

 Enhance student-faculty interaction in a small class setting 
 Document academic dialogue through writing, revision, and resubmission 
 Open channels of communication between students and faculty 
 Develop students’ skills for creative thought and effective reasoning 
 Promote intentional and reflective learning 
 Expose students to opportunities to engage in research, public service, and varied forms 

of instruction both on campus and globally (e.g., study abroad, practicums, internships) 
 Expose students to campus events that highlight an aspect of the mission of the 

University 
 
 
 
 



REQUIRED MATERIALS 
 
There is one book that is required for this course: 
 

 Gray, Claudia. 2016. Star Wars: Bloodline. New York: Del Rey. 
 
Further, all students are expected to have seen ALL EIGHT (8) live-action Star Wars movies.  If 
you have not yet seen the Star Wars movies, our suggested order of viewing is as follows: 
 

 Episode IV: A New Hope 
 Episode V: The Empire Strikes Back 
 Episode I: The Phantom Menace 
 Episode II: Attack of the Clones 
 Episode III: Revenge of the Sith 
 Episode VI: Return of the Jedi 
 Epsiode VII: The Force Awakens 
 Rogue One 

 
Finally, while not required, we would recommend engaging with some of the other Star Wars 
materials, particularly the Clone Wars and Rebels cartoons and other books, especially in the 
recent Del Rey series: http://www.randomhousebooks.com/campaign/star-wars-timeline/. 
 
 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
 
Attendance & Participation (40% of your grade) 
 
Attendance and participation are a necessary condition for satisfactory achievement in this class.  
This is a seminar course, which means that YOU should be doing the lion’s share of talking.  We 
are here for guidance and to share knowledge with you, but the best way for you to learn in this 
course is to engage with the material and to debate and discuss it at length with your peers in 
class.  Thus, excellence in participation means more than just talking a lot in class; rather, it 
requires that your participation be high in both quality and quantity.  In order to pull this off, you 
should do your best to be a critical reader.  Critical readers are (Schumm, J. S., and Post, S. A. 
1997. Executive Learning, 282; Richards 2006): 
 

 willing to spend time reflecting on the ideas presented in their reading assignments 
 able to evaluate and solve problems while reading rather than merely compile a set of 

facts to be memorized 
 logical thinkers 
 diligent in seeking out the truth 
 eager to express their thoughts on a topic 
 seekers of alternative views on a topic 
 open to new ideas that may not necessarily agree with their previous thought on a topic 
 able to base their judgments on ideas and evidence 
 able to recognize errors in thought and persuasion as well as to recognize good arguments 



 willing to take a critical stance on issues 
 able to ask penetrating and thought-provoking questions to evaluate ideas 
 in touch with their personal thoughts and ideas about a topic 
 willing to reassess their views when new or discordant evidence is introduced and 

evaluated 
 able to identify arguments and issues 
 able to see connections between topics and use knowledge from other disciplines to 

enhance their reading and learning experiences 
 
We will regularly take attendance in class. We will also take note of both the quantity and the 
quality of your contributions to class discussions and discussions. If necessary, we may also 
intermittently give brief quizzes in class in order to gauge the degree to which you are engaging 
with and understanding the material.  As a result, it is important that you stay caught up on the 
readings at all times. 
 
Finally, we should note that points for attendance and participation are not simply given out; they 
are earned. Grades in our classes are often raised by attendance and participation. However, 
others have found their grade lowered when they paid attendance and participation little 
attention. As such, it is in your best interest to attend class and participate in discussion where 
appropriate. 
 
 
Expository Essays (40% of your grade) 
 
Over the course of the semester, you will be responsible for writing TWO expository essays, 
each worth 25% of your final grade. These essays should provide an original, detailed argument 
about how some aspect of the Star Wars Universe relates to political phenomena in the real 
world. Expository essays should NOT be simple summaries of someone else’s argument.  
Instead, these papers should be argumentative in nature; you should strive to make ONE point in 
each paper and support it with evidence.  In particular, expository essays in this course should 
point out a particular strength or weakness that exists in others’ arguments, synthesize 
information from multiple sources to present a new argument, or some combination thereof.  
That is, the key ingredient for a good grade on an expository essay is original thought and strong 
argument from you. Essays should be no more than 3 double-spaced pages in length, with 12-
point font and one-inch margins. A discussion of the structure of an expository essay can be 
found at https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/685/02/. 
 
Your first essay is due by the beginning of class on Wednesday, October 4. You will then 
receive feedback on your graded essay.  Based on this feedback, you may revise and resubmit a 
new version of this essay by Wednesday, November 1. Whatever grade you receive on this 
revision (better or worse) will replace the original grade.  
 
Your second essay is due by Wednesday, November 29.  Your experience writing and revising 
the first essay, as well as the comments you received on that essay, should help guide your 
approach to this final essay, which should cover a different topic than the first. 
 
 



University Events (20% of your grade) 
 
In order to get a better sense of the UGA community and what it has to offer, you are also 
expected to attend FOUR university (non-athletic) events over the course of the semester. After 
each of these events, you should submit a brief, one-paragraph summary of the event and what 
you learned from it.  Each is worth 5% of your final grade, and all four must be completed and 
turned-in to eLC by 5 pm on the last day of classes, Tuesday, December 5. 
 
COURSE POLICIES 
 
1. Attendance 
 
As explained above, attendance and participation make up a sizable portion of your grade for the 
class.  As a college student, you are expected to be present at every seminar.  However, we are 
aware that, at times, events beyond our control conspire to keep us from meeting our normal, 
everyday obligations; in these cases, we grant excused absences.  An excused absence is one 
where you have an officially documented college-sanctioned event (e.g. sports / conference / 
trip), a documented medical excuse (for you only) or proof of a deceased direct relative. For our 
purposes, “direct relative” includes mother, father, sister, brother, or grandparent living 
anywhere, or other relative (aunt, uncle, cousin) living at the student’s permanent residence.  
UNEXCUSED ABSENCES WILL RESULT IN THE RECEIPT OF A ZERO FOR ATTENDANCE 
& PARTICIPATION FOR THAT DAY.  Please recall that we only have 15 class days for the 
entire semester; thus, a single unexcused absence can cost you almost 3% of your final grade. 
 
2. Writing Style Rules  
 
When writing papers for this class, you should follow these rules.  Failure to do so could result in 
a reduction of your grade. 

 All papers should be double-spaced and in 12-point font, printed on pages with 1” 
margins all around. 

 Title pages, graphs, tables, figures, references, appendices, etc. do not count toward your 
paper’s length. 

  You are required to use the American Political Science Association (APSA) style format 
for your papers. The full style guide can be found on our class’s ELC page. 

 
3. Cell Phones and Other Noise-Making Devices 
 
All cell phones and other devices that make noise must be turned off or put on silent/vibrate upon 
entering the classroom.  Repeated unnecessary disruptions of class caused by such devices may 
negatively affect a student’s grade. 
 
4. Academic Honesty 
 
As a University of Georgia student, you have agreed to abide by the University’s academic 
honesty policy, “A Culture of Honesty,” and the Student Honor Code. All academic work must 
meet the standards described in “A Culture of Honesty” found at: www.uga.edu/honesty.  Lack 
of knowledge of the academic honesty policy is not a reasonable explanation for a violation. 



Questions related to course assignments and the academic honesty policy should be directed to 
the instructor. 
 
5. Class Discussion and Debate 
 
Political debates and discussions can become quite heated.  This passion is part of what makes 
the study of politics fun.  However, the fun ends where personal attacks and disrespect begin.  
All students are expected to be courteous and considerate of their classmates.  Disrespectful 
language and personal attacks will not be tolerated. 
 
6. Communicating with the Instructor 
 
Our primary method of communicating with you outside of class time/office hours will be 
thorough email.  You have each been assigned an email address by the university and will be 
held responsible for regularly checking this account.  Assignment changes, important dates, and 
other valuable information may be sent to this account over the course of the semester.  Please 
check it regularly. 
 
We also have posted office hours at the top of the syllabus. During these time periods, we will be 
available in our offices to discuss any questions you have about the class. Of course, if these 
times do not work for you, we would be more than happy to set up an appointment with you. 
 
7. Staying Informed 
 
In this course, we will often discuss current political events and issues.  It is therefore important 
that you stay informed.  Your ability to take the news of the day and view it through the lens of 
what you are learning will be a vital component of your success in this class.  You may get your 
information from whatever outlet you choose.  However, it is recommended that at least some of 
your information comes from a national news source, such as The New York Times 
(www.nytimes.com), The Washington Post (www.washingtonpost.com), CNN (www.cnn.com), 
or NPR (www.npr.org).  Also, academic blogs are often great places to encounter discussions of 
current events through the lens of the things we are talking about in class.  A few political 
science blogs that may be useful for this course are Political Violence @ a Glance 
(http://politicalviolenceataglance.org/), The Quantitative Peace (www.quantitativepeace.com/), 
The Monkey Cage (https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/), and The Duck of 
Minerva (http://duckofminerva.blogspot.com/), among others. 
 
8. Changes to the Syllabus 
 
The course syllabus is a general plan for the course; deviations announced to the class by the 
instructors may be necessary.  As such, we reiterate the absolute necessity that you (1) come to 
class and (2) check your email regularly. 
 
PRELIMINARY COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
Week 1: Introduction & Being A College Student 
 
 



Week 2: What Motivates Rebellion? Individual Motivations & Civil War 
 
READINGS: 

(1) Allen, Michael A.  2016.  “Understanding Civil War Through Star Wars.”  From Poli Sci 
Fi: An Introduction to Political Science through Science Fiction, Michael A Allen and 
Justin S. Vaughn, eds. New York: Routledge. Pgs.184-189 (We will read other parts of 
the chapter in later weeks). 

(2) Mason, T. David. 2004. Caught in the Crossfire. Oxford: Rowman & Littlefield. Pgs. 86-
100. 

 
Week 3: Institutions, Separation of Powers, Rules and Policy-Making  
 
Bill Becomes a Law Walk-Through 
 
READINGS: 

(1) Rosenberg, Alyssa. 2014. “In ‘Star Wars,’ Politics is Always Personal.” Washington 
Post. December 1. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/act-four/wp/2014/12/01/in-
star-wars-politics-is-always-personal/?utm_term=.e4be75a2bc57 

(2) Masket, Seth. 2014. “The Institutions of Star Wars.” Mischiefs of Faction. December 3. 
http://www.mischiefsoffaction.com/2014/12/the-institutions-of-star-wars.html 

(3) Masket, Seth. 2015. “The Star Wars Galactic Senate Needed a Minority Party.” Vox. 
October 6. https://www.vox.com/mischiefs-of-faction/2015/10/6/9459735/galactic-
senate-minority-party 

(4) Ford, Matt. 2015. “The Case Against the Galactic Senate.” The Atlantic. October 7. 
https://www.theatlantic.com/notes/2015/10/star-wars-galactic-senate/409600/ 

(5) Kim, Sueng Min, Burgess Everett and Jennifer Haberkorn. 2017. Politico. July 28. 
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/07/28/how-mccain-upended-obamacare-repeal-
241070 

 
Week 4: Are The Empire the Good Guys? Soft Positivism & International Law 
 
READINGS: 

(1) Last, Jonathan V. 2002. “The Case for the Empire.” The Weekly Standard. May 15. 
http://www.weeklystandard.com/the-case-for-the-empire/article/2540. 

(2) Bunch, Sonny. 2015. “The Destruction of Alderaan was Completely Justified.” The 
Washington Post. October 29. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/act-
four/wp/2015/10/29/the-destruction-of-alderaan-was-completely-justified  

(3) Drezner, Daniel W. 2015. “Just Wars, Episode IV: The Destruction of Alderaan.” The 
Washington Post. November 5. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/11/05/just-wars-episode-iv-
the-destruction-of-alderaan  

(4) International Covenant on Civil & Political Rights (ICCPR): 
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx  

(5) Convention against Torture: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CAT.aspx  

(6) Convention on Genocide: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CrimeOfGenocide.aspx  

 



Week 5: Do The Jedi Hate Politics or Do They Simply Suck at It? 
 
READINGS: 

(1) Ladd, Jonathan M. 2015. “The Problem with the Galactic Republic was the Jedi.” Vox. 
October 9. https://www.vox.com/mischiefs-of-faction/2015/10/9/9486477/jedi-coup-
politics 

(2) Bernstein, Jonathan. 2014. “The Jedi Out of Politics, You Must Keep.” Bloomberg View. 
December 2. https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2014-12-02/keep-the-jedi-out-of-
politics 

(3) Weixelman, Chris and Oliver Chips. 2015. “Six Reasons the Jedi Would be the Villain in 
Any Sane Movie.” Cracked. April 22.  

(4) Balz, Dan. 2014. “Why So Many Americans Hate Politics.” The Washington Post. 
August 23. 

(5) Patashnik, Eric. 2017. “People Love to Hate Congress. This New Book Reminds us Why 
we Should Treasure It.” The Washington Post. April 29. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/04/29/people-love-to-
hate-congress-this-new-book-reminds-us-why-we-should-treasure-
it/?utm_term=.bfa0116c2e50 

 
Week 6: Repression, Rebellion, & the Tarkin Doctrine 
 
READINGS: 

(1) Allen, Michael A.  2016.  “Understanding Civil War Through Star Wars.”  From Poli Sci 
Fi: An Introduction to Political Science through Science Fiction, Michael A Allen and 
Justin S. Vaughn, eds. New York: Routledge. Pgs.189-193 (We will read other parts of 
the chapter in later weeks). 

(2) Mason, T. David. 2004. Caught in the Crossfire. Oxford: Rowman & Littlefield. Pgs. 
145-156. 

(3) Tarkin Doctrine, Wookiepedia: http://starwars.wikia.com/wiki/Tarkin_Doctrine. Read 
both the Canon & Legends sections. 

 
Week 7: Compromise in the Galactic Senate: Or Why Professor Madonna’s Four Year Old 
Does Not Appreciate his Mas Amedda and Mon Mothma Action Figures.  
 
READINGS: 

(1) Bloodline, pgs. 1-50. 
 
Week 8: Were the Rebels Terrorists? 
 
READINGS: 

(1) Comfortably Smug. 2015. “The Radicalization of Luke Skywalker: A Jedi’s Path to 
Jihad.” Decider. December 11. http://decider.com/2015/12/11/the-radicalization-of-luke-
skywalker-a-jedis-path-to-jihad/  

(2) Bloodline, pgs. 50-59 
(3) Richards, Anthony. 2014. “Conceptualizing Terrorism.” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 

37 (3): 213-236. 
(4) Weinberg, Leonard, Ami Pedahzur, and Sivan Hirsch-Hoefler. 2004. “The Challenges of 

Conceptualizing Terrorism.” Terrorism and Political Violence 16 (4): 777-794. 



Week 9: “Don’t Blame Me: I Voted For Valorum.” Executive Power and Why the 
Delegation of 2000 was Destined to Fail. 
 
READINGS: 

(1) Sunnstein, Cass. 2016. “‘Star Wars’ and Separation of Powers.” Washington Post. June 2. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/volokh-conspiracy/wp/2016/06/02/star-wars-and-
separation-of-powers/?utm_term=.cd2d62a73b82 

(2) Masket, Seth. 2014. “The Institutions of Star Wars.” Mischiefs of Faction. December 3. 
http://www.mischiefsoffaction.com/2014/12/the-institutions-of-star-wars.html 

(3) Neely, Brett, Scott Detrow and Tamara Keith. 2015. “Why the Politics of the Star Wars 
Universe Makes No Sense.” NPR. December 15. 
http://www.npr.org/2015/12/15/459812699/why-the-politics-of-the-star-wars-universe-
makes-no-sense 

(4) Voeten, Erik. 2014. “The Unilateral President?” The Washington Post. January 29. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2014/01/29/the-unilateral-
president/ 

(5) Rudalevige, Andrew. 2014. “The Unilateral President: An Addendum.” The Washington 
Post. January 29. http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-
cage/wp/2014/01/29/the-unilateral-president/ 

(6) Rudalevige, Andrew. 2016. “Here’s what you need to know about the presidential power 
to pardon” The Washington Post. July 24. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2014/01/29/the-unilateral-
president/ 

 
Week 10: How Do Civil Wars End? Lessons from the Galactic Civil War 
 
READINGS: 

(1) Allen, Michael A.  2016.  “Understanding Civil War Through Star Wars.”  From Poli Sci 
Fi: An Introduction to Political Science through Science Fiction, Michael A Allen and 
Justin S. Vaughn, eds. New York: Routledge. Pgs.193-194 (We will read other parts of 
the chapter in later weeks). 

(2) Walter, Barbara F. 2013. “The Four Things We Know About How Civil Wars End (and 
What This Tells Us About Syria.” Project on Middle East Political Science. November 8. 
https://pomeps.org/2014/02/12/the-four-things-we-know-about-how-civil-wars-end-and-
what-this-tells-us-about-syria/  

 
Week 11: The Politics of Budgeting: Is the Death Star a Stupid Investment? 
 
READINGS: 

(1) Koger, Gregory. 2012. “Understood Properly, the Death Star is not Worth it.” The 
Washington Post. May 8. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/post/understood-properly-the-death-
star-is-not-worth-it/2012/05/08/gIQAgzUDBU_blog.html?utm_term=.dcf5d04526f9 

(2) Boie, Jamelle. 2012. “Death Stars Aren’t All Fun and Games.” The American Prospect. 
February 24. http://prospect.org/article/death-stars-arent-all-fun-and-games 

(3) Drum, Kevin. 2012. “The Death Star is a Surprisingly Cost-Effective Weapons System.” 
Mother Jones. February 24. http://www.motherjones.com/kevin-drum/2012/02/death-
star-surprisingly-cost-effective-weapons-system/ 



(4) Masket, Seth. 2012. “You Can’t Afford NOT to Buy a Death Star.” Enik Rising, February 
24. http://enikrising.blogspot.com/2012/02/you-cant-afford-not-to-buy-death-star.html 

(5) National Priorities Project. 2015. “Federal Spending: Where Does the Money Go?” 
https://www.nationalpriorities.org/budget-basics/federal-budget-101/spending/ 

 
Week 12: With Thunderous Applause: The Old Republic & Democratic Backsliding 
 
READINGS: 

(1) Wright, Joseph, Barbara Geddes, Erica Frantz, and George Derpanopoulos. 2016. “Are 
Coups Good for Democracy?” The Washington Post. February 22. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/02/22/are-coups-good-
for-democracy/  

(2) Amnesty International. 2017. “Annual Report: Turkey 2016/2017.” 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/europe-and-central-asia/turkey/report-turkey/  

 
Week 13: Is Darth Vader a Democrat? Understanding the Politics of and Ideology of Star 
Wars. 
 
READINGS: 

(1) O’Connor, Michael. 2016. “What Are the Politics of Star Wars?” Newsweek. September 
14. http://www.newsweek.com/does-star-wars-endorse-political-republican-democrat-
498365 

(2) McKoy, Michael. 2016. “Here are Three Wars that Star Wars is a Neoconservative 
Universe.” The Washington Post, January 6. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/01/06/here-are-three-
ways-that-star-wars-is-a-neoconservative-universe/?utm_term=.6195a2896ed2 

(3) Rosenberg, Alyssa. 2014. “How to Make a Political ‘Star Wars’ Movie that Avoids the 
Prequels’ Mistakes.” Washington Post. December 4. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/act-four/wp/2014/12/04/how-to-make-a-political-
star-wars-movie-that-avoids-the-prequels-mistakes/?utm_term=.66d9e20e0dee 

(4) Drezner, Daniel W. 2014. “‘Star Wars, Episode VII’: Please, for the Love of God, as 
Little Politics as Possible.” Washington Post. December 4. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2014/12/04/star-wars-episode-vii-
please-for-the-love-of-god-as-little-politics-as-possible/?utm_term=.1497af74c50d 

(5) Ellenberg, Jordan. 2001. “Growing Apart: The Mathematical Evidence for Congress’ 
Growing Polarization.” Slate. December 26. 
http://www.slate.com/articles/life/do_the_math/2001/12/growing_apart.html 

 
Week 14: Voting Rules and Electoral Systems in the New Republic.  
 
READINGS: 

(1) Bloodline, pgs. 216-248. 
(2) Shepsle, Kenneth and Mark S. Bonchek. 2010. Analyzing Politics: Rationality, Behavior 

and Institutions, 2nd Edition. Chapter 5. New York, NY: W.W. Norton & Company.  
 
 
 
 



Week 15: The Empire Strikes Out: Military Strategy in the Galactic Civil War 
 
READINGS: 

(1) Ackerman, Spencer. 2013. “Inside the Battle of Hoth: The Empire Strikes Out.” Wired. 
February 12. https://www.wired.com/2013/02/battle-of-hoth/  

(2) Ackerman, Spencer, ed. 2013. “Defense Nerds Strike Back: A Symposium on the Battle 
of Hoth.” Wired. February 13. https://www.wired.com/2013/02/hoth-symposium/all/  

(3) Rath, Robert. 2013. “Hoth: The Failure of Imperial Military Doctrine.” The Escapist. 
February 21. http://www.escapistmagazine.com/articles/view/video-
games/columns/criticalintel/10201-Hoth-The-Failure-of-Imperial-Military-Doctrine  


