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9/14/17 Outline
I. Introduction

a. Lancaster Chronicle
b. announcements
c. news
d. sign-in
e. today

II. Writing a Research Paper I
a. dv/iv
b. the theory
c. the strawman
d. data limitations
e. does data match theory?
f. lying with statistics

III. Party v. Preferences
a. Long-standing debate
b. Benefits of parties
c. Weaknesses in the U.S. 

Context
d. Pivotal Politics

IV. Party Leaders
a. Constitution?
b. Build Unity
c. Work with the President
d. Electoral success

V. House Speaker
a. Selection
b. Powers?
c. Scheduling
d. Versus committee power

VI. History
a. Reed
b. Cannon
c. Rayburn and committee deference

VII. Theories
a. CPG
b. Cartel Theory
c. Pivotal Politics

VIII. Other House Leaders
a. Majority Leader
b. Minority Leader
c. Majority Whip
d. Minority Whip

IX. Senate Leaders
a. Presiding Officer
b. Majority Leader
c. Minority Leader
d. Majority Whip
e. Minority Whip

X. Conclusion
a. Questions?

Announcements – Constitution Day
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Announcements – Washington Semester

Spring 2018 deadline is Friday.

Announcements – Pi Sigma Alpha
Pi Sigma Alpha, The National Political Science Honor Society, is accepting 
new members. Membership requirements include:

• 9 hours of Political Science or International Affairs course work above POLS 1101
• A 3.0 cumulative GPA
• A 3.6 GPA in Political Science courses and/or International Affairs Courses

Applications are accepted throughout the year. New members are inducted 
each spring and participate in the Honors Day convocation. The membership 
fee is $45.

The first Fall workshop is October 13th and will feature an assortment of 
faculty speakers discussing post-graduation opportunities. More details on that 
to come later. 

For more information, students may speak to an advisor and faculty sponsor, 
Dr. Anthony Madonna, any of the Pi Sigma Alpha officers, or visit our website 
(where you can apply directly): 

http://www.psauga.com/

News
Leaving the White House for Florida this morning, President Trump told pool reporters 
that “the wall will come later,” adding that a deal is “fairly close” with Paul Ryan and 
Mitch McConnell both on board, but both sides have to “get past the border security,” 
Axios reports. Said Trump: “We’re working on a plan — subject to getting massive border 
controls. We’re working on a plan for DACA. People want to see that happen. You have 
800,000 young people, brought here, no fault of their own. So we’re working on a plan, 
we’ll see how it works out. We’re going to get massive border security as part of that. And 
I think something can happen, we’ll see what happens, but something will happen.” He 
added: “Mitch is on board, Paul Ryan’s on board. We all feel — look, 92% of the people 
agree on DACA — but what we want is very, very powerful border security, okay?”

Playbook: “John Boehner and Eric Cantor were thrown to the wolves a few 
years ago for even toying with some sort of immigration reform package. Paul 
Ryan promised conservatives when he won the speakership in 2015 that he 
would not pursue and immigration package unless it had the support of the 
majority of Republicans. That means whatever deal Trump cut — or will cut —
with Schumer and Pelosi needs to have the support of 121 House Republicans.”

“Young Americans have been moving left and leaving the G.O.P. in recent years, but 
a successful Democratic coalition built on the backs of liberal youth is far from a 
sure thing, especially in the short term,” the New York Times reports. “The party’s 
problem is straightforward: getting them to actually go to the polls. Politicians know 
which part of the electorate still butters their bread — and there’s no avocado on it. 
Those aged 18 to 29 vote at far lower rates than older groups, decreasing their 
electoral power. But there are at least some signs that their participation levels will 
improve. And if an increasingly left-leaning voting bloc does become more 
politically active, there are huge potential gains for the Democratic Party.”
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News
A spokeswoman for Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) announced that a “like” on a 
pornographic post on the Texas lawmaker’s Twitter account has been undone 
and reported to the social media site, Politico reports. The Verge: “t’s unclear 
if Cruz liked the video himself, or if it was the late-night work of an aid that 
manages his social media presence. Nevertheless, Ted Cruz quickly became a 
trending topic and the butt of a raging internet joke machine. The last time 
Cruz reached this level of popularity on Twitter was when the internet 
wondered aloud if Cruz was the unidentified Zodiac Killer.”

Former Rep. Anthony Weiner (D-NY), “whose career and personal life were 
wrecked in a series of sexting scandals, blamed a ‘deep sickness’ combined 
with the ‘profit-seeking curiosity’ of his 15-year-old victim for his legal 
troubles, as he asked a judge for leniency when he’s sentenced later this 
month,” Bloomberg reports. The New York Times quoted Weiner saying, “My 
continued acting out over years crushed the aspirations of my wife and ruined 
our marriage.”  He added that his young son “will forever have to answer 
questions about the public and private failings of his father.”

Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY) told the New York Times that he thinks Democrats 
“were a tad premature in exuberantly celebrating the surprise spending deal they 
struck last week with President Trump.” Said McConnell: “Let’s put it this way. The 
deal is not quite as good as my counterpart thought it was.” “The reason? Mr. 
McConnell said that he insisted the newly passed legislation preserve Treasury’s 
ability to apply ‘extraordinary measures’ and shift money within government 
accounts to pay off debt and extend federal borrowing power. That will delay the 
need for another increase in the debt limit well beyond the December deadline that 
Democrats have been trumpeting as their big moment of leverage.”

News
Playbook: “The Big Six — the tax writing chairmen, top GOP leaders 
and top White House advisers — are releasing a framework at the end 
of the month. The framework might or might not have rate targets, but 
our sources tell us it will be a meaty document. Then the committees 
will hold markups. Republicans are aiming to pass the budget in mid-
October. If they get that done — far from a sure thing — they’ll have 
fewer than 20 legislative days to rally support around and pass tax 
reform. Oh yeah, they need to keep the government open.”

A new HuffPost/YouGov poll finds that Republicans 
approved of President Trump’s decision to side with 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer and House 
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi over his own party’s 
leadership on the debt ceiling deal, 62% to 18%. Trump 
voters registered their support by an even broader 
margin, 69% to 14%. A new Politico/Morning Consult 
poll finds that, by a 56% to 28% margin, Republicans 
said they trust President Trump more than they trust 
Republican leaders to work with Democrats in Congress 
to achieve certain policy outcomes.

Rep. Dave Trott (R-MI) says he will not run for re-election next year, WILX 
reports. In a statement Monday, the two-term lawmaker says serving has been 
an honor but he has decided that the best course is “to spend more time with 
my family and return to the private sector.” Josh Kraushaar: Republican 
retirements endanger Paul Ryan’s majority.

Research Design Proposal

30% of your final grade is based on a research design proposal.  The proposal should be a maximum 
of 12 pages in length (typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 point font, Chicago style 
citations). Students will be allowed fairly wide latitude in choosing their topic.  Again, do not 
hesitate to consult the instructor for ideas and/or suggestions.  The topic should be in some way 
related to Political Science.  The most important aspect of choosing a paper question is that the topic 
be testable using data or methods that can be acquired and implemented.  The instructor will be 
available during office hours for consultation.  The paper should feature a review of the relevant 
scholarly literature, a well developed theory, and a detailed discussion of a potential test of that 
theory.  The paper is due Thursday, December 3rd at 5:00pm. E-mailed papers will not be 
accepted. Papers will be docked a full letter grade for each day they are late.  A more detailed 
discussion of the paper project can be found on the website.

The final paper should require the following labeled sections: Introduction, Literature Review, 
Theory, Methods and Conclusion. 
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Research Design Issues

• A research design is a plan that shows how a researcher intends to 
fulfill the goals of a proposed study

– A research design is the scheme that guides the process of 
collecting, analyzing, and interpreting data

– It is a logical model of proof that allows the making of valid 
causal inferences

– It indicates what observations will be made to provide 
answers to the questions posed by the researcher, how the 
observations will be made, and the analytical and statistical 
procedures to be used once the data are collected

– If the goal of the research is to test hypotheses, a research 
design will also explain how the test is to be accomplished

Research Design Issues

• All research designs to test hypotheses are attempts by 
researchers to accomplish four main objectives:

– Establish a relationship between two or more variables

– Demonstrate that the results are generally true in the real 
world

– Reveal whether one phenomenon precedes another in time

– Eliminate as many alternative explanations for a phenomenon 
as possible

Research Design Issues

• Many factors affect the choice of a particular research design
– One is the purpose of the investigation—whether the 

research is intended to be exploratory, descriptive, or 
explanatory will most likely influence the choice of a 
research design

– Another is the practical limitations on how researchers 
may test their hypotheses

• Some research designs may be unethical, others impossible to 
implement for lack of data or sufficient time and money

• Researchers frequently must balance what is humanly possible to 
accomplish against what would be ideally done to test a 
particular hypothesis

– Consequently, many of the research designs that 
researchers actually use are unfortunate but necessary 
compromises
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Research Design Issues
Regardless of the specific purpose of a study, its research design 

should include the following basic elements:
1. An introduction, outlining the question, explaining its importance and a 

statement discussing the researcher’s argument

2. A statement of the purpose of the research

- This can contain a literature review

3. A statement of the hypothesis to be tested (if any)

- These are specified in the theory

4. A specification of the variables to be employed

5. A statement of how each variable is to be operationalized and measured

6. A detailed statement of how observations are to be organized and 
conducted

7. A general discussion of how the data collected will be analyzed

- These four points should be detailed in the methods section

8. A conclusion detailing the importance of the study and argument, as 
well as outlining potential problems, future work, generalizability and 
normative policy recommendations (if any).

Introduction

I.  Introduction – This section sets up the paper.  What is the question you’re seeking to answer?  
Why does it matter?  What is your argument?  Provide a brief outline of what you’re planning on 
doing in the paper. A clear introduction goes a long way towards motivating the research.

Students often have difficulties selecting a paper topic.  Feel free to contact the instructor for 
feedback on this.  Here is a listing of some broader ideas for paper topics that students have looked at 
in the past:

- How does <gender, the adoption of the 17th amendment, education, the Electoral College> 
affect <voting, turnout, etc.> in <congressional elections, political primaries, etc.> in the 
United States?
- How does <term limits for elected officials, the line-item veto, campaign finance reform, the 
length of a member's term, negative campaign advertising, the Senate filibuster> affect <a 
representatives' voting, spending in congress/a state, the likelihood a member gets reelected>?
- How does <age, gender, the mode of selection> impact voting in <the U.S. House of 
Representatives, the U.S. Senate, state legislators>?
- What factors influence <members of Congress, state representatives> decision to <retire, 
seek higher office>?

DEFINE YOUR TERMS!

Introduction

I.  Introduction – Your introduction 
should accomplish a couple things.  
First, sell me on the importance of your 
question.  Why should I care about 
media bias?  You can do this either by 
telling me or by using a case study/news 
story.  Regardless, you should try to 
hook your reader in.  Second, you 
should be clear in telling the reader 
what your argument is.  You don’t need 
to give me all the details (and you 
shouldn’t), but I should be aware of 
what your specific question/argument is 
from your introduction.  Finally, a 
roadmap paragraph is usually a helpful 
way to conclude your introduction.  This 
generally involves telling me what your 
argument is, how you plan on testing it, 
what conclusions you will draw and 
what the next section does.  
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Literature Review

II.  Literature Review – The literature review section builds off of your introduction.  What does the 
most recent and relevant literature say about your question?  Is the current literature limited in any 
way?  Are there controversies or debates within it? In what way will your paper contribute to this 
literature?  

Your paper should cite at least five political science/scholarly resources.  This includes published 
articles, working papers or published books.  An invaluable resource to identify these papers can be 
found at www.jstor.org or through usage of Google Scholar.  Students looking for accessible political 
science research may also consider consulting articles discussed on the monkey cage – a political 
science blog.  The blog itself is not a source; however, the articles they discuss are often good fit for 
your literature review.

Articles published in law reviews are fair game to use in the paper, but that they do not count 
towards your five scholarly sources. Please don’t take this as an indictment of law reviews – they 
publish some fantastic research. However, they don’t go through the blind peer-review process and 
are often more normative than traditional social science research. Additionally, students will become 
familiar with law reviews as they go on to law school, etc., and as such, I’d like to them to use 
political science research while they’re here.

Wikipedia is open-source material and NOT appropriate for this paper.  Please do not cite to 
Wikipedia in any form in this paper.

III.  Theory – Again, this section should build off of your previous two sections.  It is 
typically the most difficult section for students to compose.  Your theory needs to be clear 
in addressing the issues and questions posed in your introduction and literature review 
sections.  Here’s a descriptive of a theory section I gave to a student in a previous course:

Your theory section needs to take your thesis statement from your introduction and build 
on it. For example, in the Moraski and Shipan paper, their thesis was that “political 
context is going to dictate the ideological location of Supreme Court nominations.” Their 
theory explained why this is in greater detail. It argued that when the Senate was located 
to the left of the president, who was to the left of the current court, than the Senate should 
allow the president substantially leeway in choosing a nominee. Moraski and Shipan
explained why they felt this was the case in greater detail and then expanded on two other 
ideological scenarios.

Often times, students write weak theory sections because they don’t want to state 
anything they think is going to be obvious. Don’t make this mistake and don’t assume to 
much of the reader. Another common mistake is that students fail to anticipate and 
evaluate any counter-points to their argument. This is another issue that should be dealt 
with in your theory. Generally -- a good theory section is a page and half. If you’re not 
running that long, don’t kill yourself over it – you can still put together a solid paper even 
if the theory is weak.

Theory

Theory

Theories are statements about the 
expected relationships between 
variables

• Expectations are formed by 
linking some variables to other 
variables in a series of logically 
connected arguments

• The logical connections 
stipulate the relationship between 
the variables

• Can think of a theory as a 
series of if…then statements

Ex. Median Voter Theory

• Series of assumptions about voters and candidates leads to 
expectations about candidate’s ideological positions
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Dependent/Independent Variables

• All theories include dependent and independent variables

– A dependent variable is something we hope to explain (the “effect” 
in a cause and effect relationship)

– An independent variable is something that we think will provide us 
with all or part of the explanation of the dependent variable (the 
“cause” in a cause and effect relationship)

• Ex – Voters casting votes for the candidates closest to them on the 
ideological spectrum causes candidates to converge to the median of the 
electorate

• The relationships between independent and dependent variables implied 
by any theory constitutes its predictions

– These predictions are often referred to as hypotheses

– They are the empirical implications drawn from the theory’s logical 
connections between variables

– We then need to test the hypotheses

• Ex – The Median voter theory predicts that candidates will converge to 
the middle of the ideological spectrum

Theories

• Every theory has some core features in 
common

– Every theory contains a set of assumptions

• The assumptions of a theory are its 
crucial building blocks

• Assumptions are the principle means by 
which theorists simplify reality

• Ex – Median Voter Assumptions

– Only Two Candidates/Parties

– Everyone votes

– Candidates only care about winning office

– Movement on the ideological spectrum is 
costless

Theories

One of the most important questions to ask about any theory is 
whether its assumptions limit the domain of circumstances that 
the theory is capable of addressing

A good theory will be general enough to apply to many events

The more events or facts a theory can explain with a limited set of 
assumptions, the more useful the theory will be (parsimony)

• Thus, a theory of elections that does not require you to 
distinguish between primary and general elections has greater 
potential value for the study of elections than does a theory that 
only explains primary elections or general elections but not 
both
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Theories

• Beware of the straw man.  A 
straw man argument is based on 
either misrepresentation of an 
opponent's position or the 
creation of an argument to which 
few or no credible support exists.

– Attacking a straw man can involve creating the illusion of having 
refuted a proposition by substituting a superficially similar 
proposition (the "straw man"), and refuting it, without ever having 
actually refuted the original position. -- Wikipedia

– The end result is to bolster one’s theoretical claim or personal 
standing. 

– If you can’t address the entirety of an argument (it happens), say so –
and ALWAYS cite.  

Theories

• How we judge predictions from 
theories is certainly open to some 
dispute

• Some theories do not allow any 
possibility that evidence can show 
them to be wrong

– Such theories are not falsifiable
(they cannot be proven 
inaccurate or wrong)

– They may be true (or not), but 
we have no way to be confident 
they are true or useful, short of 
faith

Testing Theories

• “Most people today don’t care about politics and they sure don’t 
trust the government”

– What are the essential concepts?

– What are the relations between them?

– What is our hypothesis?  
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Testing Theories

Operationalization is taking concepts and turning them into 
variables

– Valid

– Reliable

• How can we measure “caring about politics”? 

• How can we measure “trust in government”? 

Testing Theories

Robert Putnam’s Bowling Alone
• Trust in government is a good thing
• Some level of participation is necessary for 

democracy
• Putnam argues (theorizes): 

• People do not participate in politics because they 
lack trust in others 

• People do not trust others because they don’t 
participate in activities (like social groups) that 
help build social trust (social capital) 

• Social trust shows the usefulness of “cooperation 
for mutual benefit”

• If we don’t join groups we don’t learn to trust 
each other and don’t see why any collective 
efforts (like politics) might matter

• Evidence: The decline in participation in social 
groups coincides with the decline in political 
participation

Relationships in Hypotheses

Need to operationalize “participation” and “the things 
you learn from groups (social capital)”

– Participation is easy

– If social capital is created through group 
membership then you can 
measure/operationalize “social capital” by 
looking at group membership

– Types of groups?
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Relationships in Hypotheses

Putnam’s Independent and Dependent Variables
• DV – Political Participation
• IV – Membership in social groups

Putnam used existing data to test his hypotheses

• Look at old data to test new hypotheses and assert that 
assumptions are correct

1968 1976 1984 1988 1996 2000 2004

Attend 
meetings, 
Rallies or 
Speeches

9% 6% 9% 7% 5% 5% 7%

Work for 
party or 
candidate

6 5 6 3 2 3 3

Vote 76 72 74 70 73 73 77

Trust gov’t
always/most
of the time

61 33 44 40 33 44 47

Levels of Relationships

Relationship Meaning

Null No relationship

Inferential/Correlative A relationship is presumed that deals 
with degrees of influence of one 
variable on another (no direction)

Direct/Inverse A specific correlative relationship that 
specifies the direction 

Causal Changes in one variable are presumed 
to results from variations in another

IV.  Methods - Once you have made your 
theory clear, you should begin thinking about 
how you will test it.  What are your 
hypotheses/expectations?  What variables will 
you use?  How will you acquire them?  What 
do you expect to find when you test them?  
What will you use to test your expectations?  
You can keep the technical aspects of this 
section as simple as you would like.

You do not need to specify or include a 
working statistical model -- and one is not 
expected for this paper. Your methods section 
should focus on (1) identifying where you 
would get the data from the test your 
hypothesis, and then, for you to (2) identify 
your dependent and (3) any independent 
variables in your analysis. You can feel free to 
write your conclusion section as if you ran the 
model and that your results confirmed your 
hypotheses.

Methods
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V.  Conclusion – Assuming 
your results hold, what 
conclusions can you draw 
from your research?  Can 
your findings be generalized 
to other areas?  Can you make 
any normative 
recommendations based on 
them?  What future work is 
necessary?

Conclusion

1. 3 am six page illegible rant about 
Obama/Republicans/hippies/etc…

• It’s a research paper, people

2. The student who cites wikipedia exclusively…
• Cato institute and Daily KOS are also not appropriate cites.

3. 8 page lit review, half a paragraph of theory…
4. The “is this a good topic?” the weekend before its due e-

mailer…
• You can wait until the last minute, just don’t advertise

5. The four page paragraph composer…
• It’s even worse if it’s all one sentence.

6. The scared writer…
• Suck it up and make an argument!

7. The overly confident writer...
• You haven’t “conclusively proven” anything.

8. The student who never rereads…
• There’s a big difference between “assess” and “asses”

9. The perfectionist…
• Two types of papers: Good and finished

10. The plagiarizer and the paper buyer
• I know how to work google

Don’t be this Student…

11. The creative writer
• I’m not asking you to recreate “A Tale of Two 

Cities.” Be direct.

12.  The conversational writer
• “Sick and tired,” “that being said,” “line in the sand”

13.  The student who Doesn’t capitalize Consistently
• Use the find command…

14.  The “over-quoter”
• Use your own words…Show me you’ve done the 

reading. Also -- block quotes and page numbers!

15.  The policy paper writer
• Political science and public policy are separate fields

Don’t be this Student…

16.  Captain Jargon
• Define your terms

17.  The rambler
• Be on point and stay on point.  Don’t shy away from footnotes.  

18.  The car salesman
• Cut the adjectives and adverbs.  Let the reader decide if something is tremendous or very 

interesting

20.  The fact fudger
• Check your dates and background information.  When in doubt – cite!

21.  The never picks up the paper student
• I hold onto them for several years.  Pick them up or I will find you…
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9/14/17 Outline
I. Introduction

a. Lancaster Chronicle
b. announcements
c. news
d. sign-in
e. today

II. Writing a Research Paper I
a. dv/iv
b. the theory
c. the strawman
d. data limitations
e. does data match theory?
f. lying with statistics

III. Party v. Preferences
a. Long-standing debate
b. Benefits of parties
c. Weaknesses in the U.S. 

Context
d. Pivotal Politics

IV. Party Leaders
a. Constitution?
b. Build Unity
c. Work with the President
d. Electoral success

V. House Speaker
a. Selection
b. Powers?
c. Scheduling
d. Versus committee power

VI. History
a. Reed
b. Cannon
c. Rayburn and committee deference

VII. Theories
a. CPG
b. Cartel Theory
c. Pivotal Politics

VIII. Other House Leaders
a. Majority Leader
b. Minority Leader
c. Majority Whip
d. Minority Whip

IX. Senate Leaders
a. Presiding Officer
b. Majority Leader
c. Minority Leader
d. Majority Whip
e. Minority Whip

X. Conclusion
a. Questions?

Third Parties and Partisan Realignment

What drives the ideological movement of parties? 

What effects do third parties have in American 
elections?

Miller and Schofield (2003, 245): “Politics may 
appear to be characterized by a single cleavage, but 
this is because the two parties [led by ideological 
activists] themselves ‘organize’ politics along the 
dimension that separates them. Party disagreement 
on one dimension of politics makes that dimension 
more salient, while the other dimension is obscured 
by tacit party agreement.”

Third Parties and Partisan Realignment
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Third Parties and Partisan Realignment

Third Parties and Partisan Realignment

To maximize their vote share relative to their 
opponents, parties engage in “flanking” 
maneuvers.  

For the modern Republican party, this would 
mean picking up economic liberals/social 
moderates.

Third parties – two types:

Dragging (like Ralph Nader) – encourage the 
party to move back to an old position.

Leading (like George Wallace) – encourage 
the party to adopt a new position.

"There's not a dime's worth of difference 
between the Democrat and Republican 
parties.” – Former Governor and 
Presidential Candidate George Wallace (D-
AL)

Conclusion

Questions?  For Monday: Chapter 6 and the Boehner reading.

Enjoy the rest of your day!


