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News

Tom LoBianco: “On the surface, Trump and Pence insist they have a great relationship and 
are working closer than ever to win reelection in 2020. (They’ve consistently beaten back 
rumors that former U.N. Ambassador Nikki Haley is in the running to replace Pence on the 
2020 ticket.)” “But behind the scenes, tensions have been mounting among Trump, Pence 
and their top advisers ever since the GOP’s resounding losses in the 2018 midterms. In the 
weeks afterward, Trump asked aides about replacing Pence on the ticket, and he asked 
again for their thoughts on Pence during his August vacation at his golf course in 
Bedminster, N.J., according to Trump advisers who spoke on condition of anonymity to 
talk about private discussions with the president.”

New York Times — Representative Doug Collins, the face of President Trump’s 
impeachment defense in the House, is quietly jockeying to persuade Georgia’s 
Republican governor to appoint him to the state’s soon-to-be-vacant Senate seat, 
according to interviews with Republican lawmakers, aides and political operatives.

Washington Post: “It was Trump who used a black Sharpie to mark up an official 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration map, which he displayed during 
an Oval Office briefing on Wednesday, according to a White House official who 
spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal deliberations.” Said the 
official: “No one else writes like that on a map with a black Sharpie.”

First-term Rep. Jared Golden (D-ME) said he’s not going to take sides in next year’s U.S. 
Senate race, the Portland Press Herald reports. “Golden said he respects both U.S. Sen. 
Susan Collins, a Maine Republican, and the leading Democratic challenger, state House 
Speaker Sara Gideon, a Freeport Democrat.”“But his rationale for steering clear of the race 
has less to do with his feelings about the candidates than it does with his commitment to 
maintaining a good working relationship with whomever wins in November 2020.”



9/9/2019

2

9/9/19 Outline

I. Introduction
a. news
b. sign-in

II. The Congress Project
a. Background
b. Dates
c. Qualtrics
d. Picking a History
e. The Topic Paper
f. Using Resources

III. Conclusion
a. thoughts? 
b. Angry rants?

The Congress Project

The UGA Congress Project:

Loosely started in the spring of 2010, the UGA Congress Project combines faculty 
research with undergraduate research and education and community outreach

Specifically, we seek to use work done by undergraduate students to better inform 
the general public about congressional rules, institutions and policy-making

Students primary duties include: 

(1) contributing to an ongoing dataset that tracks special rules and roll call 
votes

(2) writing a detailed case study of the passage of a landmark bill

POLS 4600 will only be doing the latter.

The Congress Project

SPIA Magazine: “What began as an idea for a book has since turned into a rabbit 
hole: production of a plethora of data, a revolutionary research class and a 
forthcoming website.”
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The Congress Project

POLS 4600 Fall 2019:

First time we’ll be trying this assignment for a 
maximum enrollment class of students that did not 
self-select into this. 

Turning the assignment in across installments is 
new. 

If you have any suggestions about presentation, 
run across good photos, or have thoughts on the 
broader project, please ship them my way. There is 
a distinct possibility this is a TERRIBLE idea. I 
have not found a comparable academic template 
for this and there’s probably a reason.  

Legislative History

Dates:

9/27 – Topic Paper Due

10/11 – Preliminary 
Draft Due

10/25 –Meet-Your-
Member Due

11/15-11/25 –
Presentation Due

12/9 – Final Legislative 
History Due

Topic paper instructions and resources information are on the website.

Qualtrics Survey

Dates:

Still need to go through it in detail, but 
broadly helpful. Some points:

- Tuesday/Thursday course

- Co-authoring

- Set up a Meeting

- Want the bonus points? Fill it out by 
the end of the day!
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Legislative History

Picking a Legislative History:

Talk to me beforehand. The qualtrics survey 
will help.

#1 – Something that will be useful for you 
career/class-wise. If you’re interested in family 
law or lobbying, there’s legislation that fits. Or 
if you’re working on an elections or 
constitutional law paper for a class, we can get 
you some additional background. If you’re 
going to work on the hill, let me know and I 
can give you a measure you’re likely to see 
while you’re there.

#2 – Something that fits your broad interests/hobbies. Wonder why country music has gotten so 
terrible? Take a look at the Communications Act of 1996. Interested in gun control? Take a look 
at any number of failed enactments. Wonder how the industry eventually made it to the South? 
The TVA act might be for you. 

Legislative History

Picking a Legislative History:

#3 – Pick something relevant from the news. Robert Mueller’s authority stems from revisions to 
the Ethics in Government Act of 1978. Separating children at the border is policy that stems 
from congressional deference to the administration established by several immigration laws. 
ICE was established under the Homeland Security Act of 2002. 

#4 – Let me pick something for you.

Congress Project website has a list of “important enactments.”

Legislative History

The Topic Paper

A short Topic Paper detailing the issue and law the student will be analyzing is due on Friday, 
September 27. The Topic Paper accounts for 5% of the final course grade. This paper should 
include three sections: an introduction, a broad discussion of the policy area, and a paragraph 
detailing the legislation they will be writing their legislative history on. It is expected that 
students will be able to use their topic paper as part of the final legislative history.

The introduction should be one-three paragraphs and should use contemporary events to 
highlight how the legislation/policy is relevant today. In short, this section should hook the 
reader on why the legislation is important. Students should have at least two citations to 
newspaper articles in the introduction. 

A second section should then highlight debates over the broader policy topic. Is the policy 
controversial? If so, what are the arguments for reform? What are the arguments for the status 
quo? If the policy is not controversial today, was it controversial when it was enacted? If so, 
what were the arguments for and against? Students should have at least two citations to 
scholarly sources in this section. If possible, students are encouraged to utilize one 
Congressional Research Service report. This section should be between 3-4 paragraphs. 
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Legislative History

The Topic Paper

Finally, students should conclude with a brief section 
titled “Legislation.” In this, students should list the bill 
they plan on writing their legislative history on. A list of 
important laws, short descriptions, their bill numbers and 
other supplementary information can be found here:

https://www.thecongressproject.com/data

Students are also encouraged to consult with the professor 
about prospective bills. 

The topic paper should be turned in as a word document, 
in 12 point times new roman font and single-spaced. 
Newspaper sources should be cited in footnotes. Scholarly 
citations should be presented in a Citations section at the 
end of the paper. A topic paper template is listed below. 

Legislative History

Using Some Resources:

www.congress.gov

Congressional Record via 
Heinonline

Historical Newspapers

CQ Almanac

www.everycrsreport.com

ProQuest Legislative Histories

Conclusion

Questions? Comments? Angry rants? Inspirational thoughts?

Back to Elections on Wednesday.


