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II. Writing a Research Paper I
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d. data limitations
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III. Party v. Preferences
a. Long-standing debate
b. Benefits of parties
c. Weaknesses in the U.S. 

Context
d. Pivotal Politics

IV. Party Leaders
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c. Work with the President
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V. House Speaker
a. Selection
b. Powers?
c. Scheduling
d. Versus committee power

VI. History
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b. Cannon
c. Rayburn and committee deference
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a. CPG
b. Cartel Theory
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a. Majority Leader
b. Minority Leader
c. Majority Whip
d. Minority Whip

IX. Senate Leaders
a. Presiding Officer
b. Majority Leader
c. Minority Leader
d. Majority Whip
e. Minority Whip

X. Conclusion
a. Questions?

News

“House Appropriations Committee Chair Nita Lowey (D-NY) is proposing to 
block the White House request over its farm bailout program, potentially 
imperiling President Trump’s ability to direct payments to thousands of farmers,” 
the Washington Post reports. “The bailout program was created last year amid 
complaints from agriculture groups that China had stopped purchasing their crops 
in retaliation for new tariffs that the White House imposed on Chinese imports. 
Trump has ordered that billions of dollars in taxpayer funds be paid directly to 
farmers as a way to offset their losses.” “The bailout hadn’t needed congressional 
approval up to this point, but that has changed.”

“Chief Justice John Roberts cast the deciding vote against President Trump’s attempt to add 
a citizenship question to the 2020 census, but only after changing his position behind the 
scenes,” sources familiar with the private Supreme Court deliberations tell CNN. “More 
broadly, his moves in the census dispute demonstrate that as he begins his 15th year as chief 
justice, Roberts has become less predictable. He is wearing the heavy mantle of a vote at the 
middle of a divided bench in this new chapter of his tenure, with the 2018 retirement of 
centrist-conservative Justice Anthony Kennedy and a solid 5-4 conservative majority.”

Forbes (5/16/18) - On Monday, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Murphy v. National 
Collegiate Athletic Association that the Professional and Amateur Sports Protection Act 
violated the 10th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. This ruling has led both sports 
fans and entrepreneurs to wonder about the future of sports betting in the United States. 
Here is an attempt to answer some of the more frequent questions about the impact of 
Monday's ruling.

CNN - The top 10 Democratic candidates shared a single debate stage for the first 
time in the 2020 race, trading body blows while drawing stark contrasts on issues like 
health care and criminal justice reform.
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Budgetary Magic Tricks
Roll Call 11/7/17 – “Tax cuts are not cheap, so when closing so-called loopholes 
left House Republican tax writers short of their budget target, they dipped into 
their grab bag of budget and timing tricks. “Once you set that cap in 
reconciliation instructions, it has to fit,” Ways and Means member Carlos 
Curbelo of Florida said. “So the entire bill is designed to meet the instructions 
that both chambers passed.” Republican congressional leaders are using the 
budget reconciliation process to consider the tax package, which allows them to 
bypass Senate procedural roadblocks. The catch is the legislation must adhere to 
parliamentary budget rules. The budget reconciliation instructions for the tax 
overhaul allow the measure to increase the deficit by $1.5 trillion over 10 years. 
The House bill would cost $1.4 trillion over 10 years, according to the Joint 
Committee on Taxation’s estimate.

House Republicans didn’t use nearly as many revenue-boosting mechanisms as 
they could have to improve the score because they believe economic growth will 
ultimately offset any static revenue losses. But the House faces fewer constraints 
than the Senate will. The Senate’s budget reconciliation rules mandate that any 
policy that is to be made permanent under the measure not add to the deficit 
outside the 10-year budget window, meaning it must be fully offset.

Since it was Senate Republicans that first came up with the $1.5-trillion-deficit-adding instruction, they 
appear to acknowledge that full permanency is likely an unachievable goal. But the closer Republicans want 
to get to that goal, the more so-called budget gimmicks they may need to employ.”

Balanced budget requirements and PAYGO rules sound attractive to voters, but members of Congress have 
means of getting around them. This includes things like: (1) Delaying Start Dates; (2) Early expirations; (3) 
Capping and indexing.”

Third Parties and Partisan Realignment

What drives the ideological movement of parties? 

What effects do third parties have in American 
elections?

Miller and Schofield (2003, 245): “Politics may 
appear to be characterized by a single cleavage, but 
this is because the two parties [led by ideological 
activists] themselves ‘organize’ politics along the 
dimension that separates them. Party disagreement 
on one dimension of politics makes that dimension 
more salient, while the other dimension is obscured 
by tacit party agreement.”

Third Parties and Partisan Realignment
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Third Parties and Partisan Realignment

Third Parties and Partisan Realignment

To maximize their vote share relative to their 
opponents, parties engage in “flanking” 
maneuvers.  

For the modern Republican party, this would 
mean picking up economic liberals/social 
moderates.

Third parties – two types:

Dragging (like Ralph Nader) – encourage the 
party to move back to an old position.

Leading (like George Wallace) – encourage 
the party to adopt a new position.

"There's not a dime's worth of difference 
between the Democrat and Republican 
parties.” – Former Governor and 
Presidential Candidate George Wallace (D-
AL)
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Conclusion

Questions?  For Monday: Chapter 6 and the Boehner reading.

Enjoy the rest of your day!


