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News

A new Fox News poll in Alabama finds Roy Moore (R) in a dead heat with 
Doug Jones (D) for U.S. Senate, 42% to 42%, with another 11% unsure. 
Among just the 53% of Alabama registered voters who are “extremely” or 
“very interested” in the race, Jones has a one-point edge over Moore, 46% 
to 45%.

A new Monmouth poll in Virginia finds Ed Gillespie (R) just ahead of 
Ralph Northam (D) in the race for governor, 48% to 47%. Said 
pollster Patrick Murray: “This has never been more than a five point 
race in Monmouth’s polling, and that means either candidate has a 
very real shot at winning this thing. We have seen lots of little 
movement that has either helped or hurt each candidate but with 
neither one being able to break out.”

State Sen. Michael Williams (R), a candidate for governor in Georgia, is giving 
away a “bump stock,” the rapid-fire gun modification linked to the Las Vegas 
shooting, in a campaign contest to highlight his opposition to new regulation on the 
devices, NBC News reports. “Williams, who is positioning himself as the most pro-
Donald Trump candidate in a crowded GOP field to succeed term-limited Gov. 
Nathan Deal (R), said the contest is a celebration of the Second Amendment.”

Sen. Thad Cochran (R-MS) “insists that he is not retiring from Congress, 
despite widespread speculation about the veteran lawmaker’s health and 
political future,” Politico reports. “The 79-year-old Cochran appeared frail 
and at times disoriented during a brief hallway interview on Wednesday. He 
was unable to answer whether he would remain chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee, and at one point, needed a staffer to remind 
him where the Senate chamber is located.”
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News

Vox: “Don’t look now, but it’s becoming a real possibility that the government 
will shut down in December. Congress has until midnight on December 15 to 
pass a spending bill or the federal government will run out of money.” “The 
tricky thing is that Republicans need at least eight Democrats in the Senate to 
meet the 60-vote threshold needed to pass a bill, which means they will need 
to make some serious compromises to get a spending bill through.”

Speaker Paul Ryan and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell “put the 
finishing touches on a bicameral budget deal allowing Congress to swiftly move 
to tax reform, multiple sources in both chambers said. The Senate approved the 
budget 51-49 Thursday night, clearing the way to cut as much as three weeks out 
of the process,” Politico reports. “GOP leaders, as well as House Budget 
Chairman Diane Black and Senate Budget Chairman Mike Enzi, have been 
ironing out their difference and crafted a Senate amendment full of House-
requested tweaks. Because the Senate adopt the amendment during its marathon 
‘vote-a-rama’ Thursday, the House could clear the fiscal blueprint as soon as next 
week.” Said one House GOP aide: “Members know how high of a priority tax 
reform is, and so that’s how it will be sold.”

Gov. John Kasich (R) “is taking a subtle but significant step toward a 
possible 2020 presidential campaign. The Republican governor of Ohio 
met privately Thursday with several national security and foreign 
policy experts,” BuzzFeed News reports. “The sources, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to share 
details, described the discussions in Columbus as the first in a series of 
meetings on domestic and foreign policy and aimed at keeping Kasich 
current in global affairs.”

News

Politico: “Key Senate Republicans have begun privately discussing the 
contours of an immigration plan to shield the hundreds of thousands of 
Dreamers who will lose work permits and deportation protections starting 
early next year.” “Preliminary talks show that influential GOP senators are 
eager to devise a legislative fix for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
that could pass muster with both Democrats and President Trump, who said 
he will start winding down the Obama-era program in March to force 
lawmakers to come up with a permanent DACA measure with significant 
border security and enforcement provisions attached.”

Playbook: “Republicans in the House are increasingly bullish that 
they’ll pass their tax reform bill before the Thanksgiving recess. If 
everything goes right, it’s possible that can happen. They have 15 
legislative days before Thanksgiving.” “Republican operatives and 
top GOP officials increasingly believe the 2018 midterm elections 
boils down to one simple data point: if the party does not deliver 
on a large-scale tax cut before the election, they will lose their 
House majority.”

New York Times: “All three committees looking into Russian interference — one 
in the House, two in the Senate — have run into problems, from insufficient 
staffing to fights over when the committees should wrap up their investigations. 
The Senate Judiciary Committee’s inquiry has barely started, delayed in part by 
negotiations over the scope of the investigation. Leaders of the Senate Intelligence 
Committee, while maintaining bipartisan comity, have sought to tamp down 
expectations about what they might find.” Axios: “Mueller was always going to be 
the last word. Turns out he may have the only definitive word.”

Reading a Bill
Supplemental information (federal): committee reports, CRS, congress.gov, CQ 
Almanac and govtrack

Supplemental information (state): NCSL, local news sources and Ballotpedia

Cautionary points – An enactment is 
not necessarily “a” bill. 

Congress.gov – Bill number and title

Summary of the bill. Other 
subheadings include text, actions, 
amendments, cosponsors, committee, 
related bills, etc…

Will also list the sponsor and public 
law number. 

Be warry of reading too much into 
“sponsorship”
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Reading a Bill

Action tab will give you an up 
to date summary of where the 
bill is at. 

American Health Care Act of 
2017

Considered in the House under 
a special rule here

Passes the House 217-213

Senate substitute amendment 
(skinny bill) defeated

Reading a Bill
Reading bill text

• Public law # and date

• Statute number

• Date and bill #

• Enacting clause

• Short title—bill will have a number 
of subtitles

• A few points on bill length…

As a staffer, you’ll be tasked with more 
work on amendments than bills

Most bills will amend some existing 
statutes.
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Conclusion

Have a great day.

For Thursday: Moraski and Shipan


