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I. Introduction
a. Clip
b. News
c. sign-in
d. Research paper
e. Bill history
f. Questions?

II. Getting a Job

III. Senate Floor
a. Filibusters
b. Cloture
c. Amending
d. Final Passage

e. Reconciliation
f. Vote-a-Rama

IV. Resolving Differences
a. Ping-pong
b. Conference

IV. Finocchiaro and Rohde Terms
a. Special rule
b. PQ motion on a special 

rule
c. Positive agenda control
d. Negative agenda control
e. Roll rate
f. Traceability again

V. Finocchiaro and Rohde
a. CPG v. Party Cartel 

Theory
b. argument
c. Who cares?
d. Data/hypotheses
e. Evidence/conclusions?

VI. Conclusion
a. For Tuesday

News

Florida Gov. Rick Scott (R) has declared a state of emergency as hundreds of 
law enforcement officers from across the state gather at the University of 
Florida in advance of a Thursday event by white nationalist Richard Spencer, 
USA Today reports. “The governor’s executive order places the state agency 
usually responsible for hurricanes at the front of the effort to preserve order 
during the event. It also places the Florida National Guard on standby.”

Politico: “The debate hasn’t even started on the GOP’s plan, yet some senators 
are pushing their own tax proposals, while others are increasingly emboldened to 
defy the Republican president. It’s a dangerous mix considering that McConnell 
can only lose two votes assuming Democrats band together in opposition.” Said 
White House budget director Mick Mulvaney: “We look at the Senate and go: 
‘What the hell is going on?'” He added: “The House passed health care, the 
House has already passed its budget, which is the first step of tax reform. The 
Senate hasn’t done any of that. Hell, the Senate can’t pass any of our 
confirmations. You ask me if the Republican-controlled Senate is an impediment 
to the administration’s agenda: All I can tell you is so far, the answer’s yes.”

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) “is preparing to hold the 
chamber in session for more rigorous workweeks, including Fridays and 
possibly even weekends,” Politico reports. “The Senate GOP discussed a 
more aggressive schedule at Tuesday’s party lunch and the majority of the 
conference agreed.” “The Senate has come under criticisms from 
conservatives for its light workweeks, typically spanning from Monday 
evening to early Thursday afternoon. But without buy-in from his members, 
it’s been difficult to hold the chamber in open longer without facing the 
possibility of attendance problems and failed votes.”
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News

A new Fox News poll in Alabama finds Roy Moore (R) in a dead heat with 
Doug Jones (D) for U.S. Senate, 42% to 42%, with another 11% unsure. 
Among just the 53% of Alabama registered voters who are “extremely” or 
“very interested” in the race, Jones has a one-point edge over Moore, 46% 
to 45%.

A new Monmouth poll in Virginia finds Ed Gillespie (R) just ahead of 
Ralph Northam (D) in the race for governor, 48% to 47%. Said 
pollster Patrick Murray: “This has never been more than a five point 
race in Monmouth’s polling, and that means either candidate has a 
very real shot at winning this thing. We have seen lots of little 
movement that has either helped or hurt each candidate but with 
neither one being able to break out.”

State Sen. Michael Williams (R), a candidate for governor in Georgia, is giving 
away a “bump stock,” the rapid-fire gun modification linked to the Las Vegas 
shooting, in a campaign contest to highlight his opposition to new regulation on the 
devices, NBC News reports. “Williams, who is positioning himself as the most pro-
Donald Trump candidate in a crowded GOP field to succeed term-limited Gov. 
Nathan Deal (R), said the contest is a celebration of the Second Amendment.”

Sen. Thad Cochran (R-MS) “insists that he is not retiring from Congress, 
despite widespread speculation about the veteran lawmaker’s health and 
political future,” Politico reports. “The 79-year-old Cochran appeared frail 
and at times disoriented during a brief hallway interview on Wednesday. He 
was unable to answer whether he would remain chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee, and at one point, needed a staffer to remind 
him where the Senate chamber is located.”

News

The Senate’s budget debate, typically jam-packed with a range of hot-button 
symbolic votes, could be a little more focused this time around. The Senate’s 
budget process allows votes on any politically charged issue during a so-
called vote-a-rama that often stretches into the night. But this time, 
Democrats aren’t expecting to stray from the tax bill that President Donald 
Trump and Republicans consider a must-pass priority. Democrats are laying 
plans to put the GOP on the spot about potential cuts to Medicare and 
Medicaid to help pay for Trump’s much-talked-about tax cuts — a messaging 
tactic they hope can wound Republicans during the 2018 midterm campaigns.

“A bipartisan Senate deal to curb the growth of health insurance 
premiums is reeling after President Trump reversed course and 
opposed the agreement and top congressional Republicans and 
conservatives gave it a frosty reception,” the AP reports. Trump 
said that “while I commend” the work by the two senators, “I 
continue to believe Congress must find a solution to the Obamacare 
mess instead of providing bailouts to insurance companies.”

Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN) said that he and Sen. Patty Murray (D-
WA) have reached a bipartisan deal to stabilize the Affordable Care 
Act, the New York Times reports. The deal would extend key 
Obamacare payments to insurers for two years and give states more 
flexibility to change Obamacare rules. Said Alexander: “This takes 
care of the next two years. After that, we can have a full-fledged 
debate on where we go long-term on health care.” President Trump 
called it a “good short term solution.”

Are Fox and MSNBC polarizing America?

Matt Levendusky, The Monkey Cage: 

A generation ago, if ordinary Americans turned on the 
television at 6 p.m., they had basically one choice: to 
watch the evening news. They could have chosen to watch 
ABC, CBS, or NBC, but it wouldn’t really have mattered, 
because they all basically gave the same news in a similar 
format. Today, if they did that, they would have hundreds 
of options, including not just the news, but also sports, 
movies, re-runs, and so forth. Even within news, they have 
a variety of choices. Not only would they have the major 
network news programs, but they would have many 
choices on cable, most notably the partisan outlets of Fox 
News and MSNBC (not to mention even more choices 
online). This choice of explicitly partisan outlets means 
that individuals can choose to hear messages that reinforce 
their beliefs, while avoiding those from alternative points 
of view, which some claim leads to polarization. Does this 
high-choice media environment, especially with its 
partisan outlets, polarize the public?
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Are Fox and MSNBC polarizing America?
The evidence suggests that the media may 
contribute to polarization, but in a more 
circumscribed way than many commentators 
suggest. Take first the question, of choice, and 
in particular, whether people seek out media 
choices that reinforce their existing beliefs. 
The answer is (perhaps not surprisingly) yes: 
Republicans are more likely to tune in to Fox 
News and liberals are more likely to watch 
MSNBC. Researchers have also found that 
these effects are stronger for those who are 
more partisan and politically involved.

the electorate more divided.

But there is perhaps an even more important type of selection at work. While the political can tune into Fox 
and MSNBC, those who dislike politics also have more options than ever for avoiding it. In lieu of the 
nightly news—or a televised presidential address—they can watch Sports Center, Entertainment Tonight, 
or a rerun of The Big Bang Theory. When confronted with a political option, they simply change the 
channel to something else that they find more agreeable . Even the most popular cable news programs get 2 
to 3 million viewers on a typical evening in a country of 300 million Americans. In earlier decades, some of 
these individuals would have been incidentally exposed to political news and information (by, say, 
watching the television news at 6 o’clock, when there were no other options). Now that they can avoid 
news altogether, they know less about politics and are less likely to participate . So the growth of media 
choice strengthens the extremes while hollowing out the center, making the electorate more divided.

What do you do with a Political Science or 
International Affairs Degree?

International 
Relations

Political Theory

Comparative 
Politics

Public 
Administration

Political 
Methodology

I. Broad Points
• ASK when you have questions
• Work on your resumes
• Don’t stand pat
• Networking sucks

II. Government employment
• The hill, Atlanta, campaigns, etc…
• Be prepared to start unpaid
• Stay up with your connections from internships
• Grades don’t necessarily predict success
• On partisanship

III. Lobbying/NGO employment
• Research experience helps here
• Data Management plays everywhere

IV. Law school
• Words of caution
• apply broadly
• Letters of recommendation
• LSAT is a process

V. Graduate school (MPA, MPP)
• Words of caution 
• Apply broadly
• GRE is also a process

VI. Data analysis/management
• It helps for all career choices

VII. Don’t limit yourself to your 
undergraduate degree
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Conclusion

Have a great day.

For Tuesday: Cox and McCubbins (2002), Bill history example


