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9/19/17 OutlineI. Introduction
a. email
b. announcements
c. news
d. sign-in

II. History
a. Reed
b. Cannon
c. Rayburn and committee 

deference

III. Theories
a. CPG
b. Cartel Theory
c. Pivotal Politics

IV. Other House Leaders
a. Majority Leader
b. Minority Leader
c. Majority Whip
d. Minority Whip

V. Senate Leaders
a. Presiding Officer
b. Majority Leader
c. Minority Leader
d. Majority Whip

VI. Unidimensional Spatial Model
a. Trade-off
b. Ideal point
c. Single-peakedness
d. winset

VII. Black’s Median Voter Theorem
a. Odd #’s
b. Full participation
c. Sincere voting

VIII. Committee-Gatekeeper Game
a. Open v. Closed rules
b. Exercise

IX. Conclusion
a. Questions?

News
Speaker Paul Ryan and the White House “have informed Senate Republican 
leaders that they oppose a bipartisan plan to stabilize Obamacare being written in 
the Senate… in a clear bid to boost the Senate’s prospects of repealing the health 
law,” Politico reports. “After Senate Republicans failed to repeal Obamacare in 
July, talks began on fixing the law rather than dismantling it. The dose of cold 
water from senior GOP officials will put pressure on Republican senators to back 
a last-ditch bill to gut Obamacare before a Sept. 30 deadline. Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell backed that approach publicly on Tuesday.”

Former Rep. Anthony Weiner (D-NY), “whose career and personal life were 
wrecked in a series of sexting scandals, blamed a ‘deep sickness’ combined 
with the ‘profit-seeking curiosity’ of his 15-year-old victim for his legal 
troubles, as he asked a judge for leniency when he’s sentenced later this 
month,” Bloomberg reports. The New York Times quoted Weiner saying, “My 
continued acting out over years crushed the aspirations of my wife and ruined 
our marriage.”  He added that his young son “will forever have to answer 
questions about the public and private failings of his father.”

Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY) told the New York Times that he thinks Democrats 
“were a tad premature in exuberantly celebrating the surprise spending deal they 
struck last week with President Trump.” Said McConnell: “Let’s put it this way. The 
deal is not quite as good as my counterpart thought it was.” “The reason? Mr. 
McConnell said that he insisted the newly passed legislation preserve Treasury’s 
ability to apply ‘extraordinary measures’ and shift money within government 
accounts to pay off debt and extend federal borrowing power. That will delay the 
need for another increase in the debt limit well beyond the December deadline that 
Democrats have been trumpeting as their big moment of leverage.”
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News
David Leonhardt: “When his colleagues ignored him, McCain cast the vote that 
defeated their health bill two days later, with a dramatic 1:30 a.m. thumbs-down. The 
vote was remarkable because McCain is a conservative, reluctant to tax people for 
social programs, as the Affordable Care Act does. But he believed in a higher 
principle: the Senate’s credibility.” “The latest Trumpcare, known as Graham-Cassidy, 
risks the Senate’s credibility again. There has been none of the regular process that 
McCain demanded, not even a Congressional Budget Office analysis. No major 
medical group — not doctors, nurses, hospitals or advocates for the treatment of 
cancer, diabetes or birth defects — supports the bill. “Passing it would violate every 
standard that McCain laid down. Yet Republican leaders are rushing toward a vote.”

Politico: “While the proposal written by Sens. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) and Bill Cassidy (R-
LA) remains short of 50 votes, it also has just one hard ‘no’ vote, from Kentucky Sen. Rand 
Paul, and another expected ‘no’ in Sen. Susan Collins of Maine. Three ‘no’ votes would kill 
the bill, but in an encouraging sign for repeal proponents, no one is stepping forward yet to 
deliver that final nail.” “Instead, wavering senators remain on the sidelines. Conservative 
Sen. Mike Lee of Utah is warming to the legislation, which would turn federal health care 
funding into block grants for states and eliminate Obamacare’s coverage mandate, while 
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) is undecided… A Republican senator who has spoken to GOP 
leaders said Murkowski is likely the bellwether. This senator said that GOP leaders believe 
other undecided senators will support the bill if it is put on the floor and that McConnell has 
begun whipping the bill because he ‘realizes that there’s life out there.’” Said the senator: 
“We are one vote away from doing this thing.” Playbook: “The Senate’s ability to pass the 
bill using a simple majority expires on Sept. 30 — 11 days from now. Generally speaking, 
the same people have the same problems with this bill that they had with the last. This time, 
there’s a true deadline. Does that end date change the dynamics enough?”

News
Playbook: “The Big Six — the tax writing chairmen, top GOP leaders 
and top White House advisers — are releasing a framework at the end 
of the month. The framework might or might not have rate targets, but 
our sources tell us it will be a meaty document. Then the committees 
will hold markups. Republicans are aiming to pass the budget in mid-
October. If they get that done — far from a sure thing — they’ll have 
fewer than 20 legislative days to rally support around and pass tax 
reform. Oh yeah, they need to keep the government open.”

A new HuffPost/YouGov poll finds that Republicans 
approved of President Trump’s decision to side with 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer and House 
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi over his own party’s 
leadership on the debt ceiling deal, 62% to 18%. Trump 
voters registered their support by an even broader 
margin, 69% to 14%. A new Politico/Morning Consult 
poll finds that, by a 56% to 28% margin, Republicans 
said they trust President Trump more than they trust 
Republican leaders to work with Democrats in Congress 
to achieve certain policy outcomes.

Rep. Dave Trott (R-MI) says he will not run for re-election next year, WILX 
reports. In a statement Monday, the two-term lawmaker says serving has been 
an honor but he has decided that the best course is “to spend more time with 
my family and return to the private sector.” Josh Kraushaar: Republican 
retirements endanger Paul Ryan’s majority.

Third Parties and Partisan Realignment

What drives the ideological movement of parties? 

What effects do third parties have in American 
elections?

Miller and Schofield (2003, 245): “Politics may 
appear to be characterized by a single cleavage, but 
this is because the two parties [led by ideological 
activists] themselves ‘organize’ politics along the 
dimension that separates them. Party disagreement 
on one dimension of politics makes that dimension 
more salient, while the other dimension is obscured 
by tacit party agreement.”
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Third Parties and Partisan Realignment

Third Parties and Partisan Realignment

Third Parties and Partisan Realignment

To maximize their vote share relative to their 
opponents, parties engage in “flanking” 
maneuvers.  

For the modern Republican party, this would 
mean picking up economic liberals/social 
moderates.

Third parties – two types:

Dragging (like Ralph Nader) – encourage the 
party to move back to an old position.

Leading (like George Wallace) – encourage 
the party to adopt a new position.

"There's not a dime's worth of difference 
between the Democrat and Republican 
parties.” – Former Governor and 
Presidential Candidate George Wallace (D-
AL)
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Conclusion

Questions?  For Monday: Chapter 6 and the Boehner reading.

Enjoy the rest of your day!


