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e. Bill history

II. Midterm 2
a. Thursday, Nov. 9
b. 10 matching, 30 MC, 2 

of three short essay
c. Lincoln, Krehbiel, 

Binder et al., 
Scaling/ideology, 
research design, 
Finocchiaro and Rohde, 
Senate floor, parties 
and outcomes, Nuclear 
Option, Moraski and 
Shipan, House Rules

d. Sell/CW/argument/data 
source/critiques

III. When Do Rules Matter?

IV. In What Way do Rules 
Matter?

V. Binder (1996)
a. quotes
b. argument
c. Conventional 

wisdom
d. theory
e. Data/DV
f. IV/operationalization
g. Conclusion
h. Critiques?

VI. Conclusion
a. Short essays

News
“Roll Call - Tax cuts are not cheap, so when closing so-called loopholes left 
House Republican tax writers short of their budget target, they dipped into 
their grab bag of budget and timing tricks. “Once you set that cap in 
reconciliation instructions, it has to fit,” Ways and Means member Carlos 
Curbelo of Florida said. “So the entire bill is designed to meet the instructions 
that both chambers passed.” Republican congressional leaders are using the 
budget reconciliation process to consider the tax package, which allows them 
to bypass Senate procedural roadblocks. The catch is the legislation must 
adhere to parliamentary budget rules. The budget reconciliation instructions for 
the tax overhaul allow the measure to increase the deficit by $1.5 trillion over 
10 years. The House bill would cost $1.4 trillion over 10 years, according to 
the Joint Committee on Taxation’s estimate.

House Republicans didn’t use nearly as many revenue-boosting mechanisms as 
they could have to improve the score because they believe economic growth 
will ultimately offset any static revenue losses. But the House faces fewer 
constraints than the Senate will. The Senate’s budget reconciliation rules 
mandate that any policy that is to be made permanent under the measure not 
add to the deficit outside the 10-year budget window, meaning it must be fully 
offset.

Since it was Senate Republicans that first came up with the $1.5-trillion-
deficit-adding instruction, they appear to acknowledge that full permanency is 
likely an unachievable goal. But the closer Republicans want to get to that 
goal, the more so-called budget gimmicks they may need to employ.

Here are some maneuvers the House used to fit its tax bill into the $1.5 trillion 
hole that the Senate will likely look to as well…”: (1) Delaying Start Dates; (2) 
Early expirations; (3) Capping and indexing
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Short Essays

2. Congratulations! You have been recently hired as a script supervisor for a 
production company. The company is working with director Steven Spielberg on a 
follow-up his critically acclaimed 2012 film, “Lincoln.”  The follow-up examines the 
life and times of former President Millard Fillmore. The movie—titled “Fillmore!”—
is set to star Tom Arnold as the President, Sarah Jessica Parker as Abigail Powers 
Fillmore and Zac Efron as Franklin Pierce and begins filming in two months. In the 
meantime, your new bosses want to talk to you about the script to clarify a few 
things. They tell you that they tried to model it after Lincoln by portraying Fillmore 
as a “truly great man, who stood by both his principles and the United States 
Constitution.” They inform you that Lincoln's greatness was evident in his passage of 
the 13th Amendment. Having just re-watched the movie and taken Professor 
Madonna’s “Legislative Process” course, you’re skeptical. What were the 
motivations behind Lincoln's decision to pass the 13th Amendment when he did? 
What methods did he use to do so? What were some of the features of the House of 
Representatives during this period Lincoln and his supporters had to deal with? Did 
they help or hurt his ability to pass the Amendment? Ultimately, what does this 
portrayal say about President Lincoln and “great men” more broadly?

1. Tragic news!  Due to irresponsible planning on your part, you forgot to 
get tickets to the opening night showing of “Jumanji: Welcome to the 
Jungle.”  Fortunately, you know that a local radio show is holding a contest 
where you can win tickets provided you're the twelfth caller and can answer 
a series of questions.  On your third attempt, you successfully reach the 
station.  The local DJ, Doctor Demento, than asks you to explain the role 
parties play in the United States Congress.  Do they matter independent of 
preferences?  The DJ asks you to justify your answers with citations to the 
relevant literature.

Short Essays

3. Imagine you work for the President of the United States. Last night, 
Supreme Court Justice Alan Trammell passed away and the President 
wants you to start looking for candidates to replace him. Even after you 
give him a lengthy and convincing explanation for why the Supreme Court 
is vastly overrated as an institution (an explanation that everyone agrees 
with), the President still presses you for information. What individual 
qualities are you looking for in a Justice? Once of you have settled on a 
candidate, the President wants you to explain the rest of the nominating 
process to him or her. What do you say? 

4. On November 21, 2013, U.S. Senate Democrats utilized the 
long threatened “nuclear option,” thereby allowing a simple-
majority of the chamber to end debate on lower federal court 
judicial nominations. Minority Party Republicans strongly 
opposed the maneuver.  One such opponent, Senator John 
McCain (R-AZ), argued that “if only a majority can change the 
rules, then there are no rules (Congressional Record Daily, 
113th Congress, November 21, 2013, S8442).”  Using political 
science research, evaluate this statement in the context of both 
House and Senate rules.  How responsive to simple majorities 
are House rules?  What about the rules of the United States 
Senate?  Is there disagreement?  And if so, who is correct?
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Conclusion

Have a great day.

For Thursday: Good luck on the exam!


