
1

Chapter 4: Government Intervention
POLS 2000

9/6/19

Prof. Anthony Madonna

ajmadonn@uga.edu

News

Wall Street Journal: “The decadelong economic expansion has showered the 
U.S. with staggering new wealth driven by a booming stock market and rising 
house prices.” “But that windfall has passed by many Americans. The bottom 
half of all U.S. households, as measured by wealth, have only recently regained 
the wealth lost in the 2007-2009 recession and still have 32% less wealth, 
adjusted for inflation, than in 2003, according to recent Federal Reserve figures. 
The top 1% of households have more than twice as much as they did in 2003.”

“I’m not delusional on prospects. It’s not as if I’m saying, you know, I think I 
can become president. But I think you can change the debate, and you might 
even have an impact on the general election.” — Former Rep. Mark Sanford 
(R), quoted by the AP, on challenging President Trump in a primary.

Dan Balz: “Just four states are likely to determine the outcome in 2020. Each flipped 
to the Republicans in 2016, but President Trump won each by only a percentage point 
or less. The four are Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wisconsin and Florida. Many analysts 
point to Wisconsin as the single state upon which the election could turn.” “Shifting 
demographics, the growing urban-rural divide and the gap between white voters with 
and without college educations have helped to create an electoral map unlike those of 
the recent past. So too have Trump’s unique profile, messaging and appeal.”

“Parliament was given a green light Tuesday to mount an effort to stop Britain from 
leaving the European Union without an agreement, opening the way for one of the 
most critical showdowns in the country’s agonizing, three-year Brexit battle,” the 
New York Times reports. “The decision clears the way for a two-step process in 
which lawmakers will first try to wrest control from the government and then force 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson to seek an extension to the Oct. 31 withdrawal deadline 
if he fails to reach an exit agreement with the European Union.”

Research Paper

• Research Paper (30% of final grade):   – Students will be expected to complete 
a research design proposal. The paper should be a maximum of 12 pages in 
length (typed, double-spaced, one inch margins, Times New Roman, 12 point 
font, Chicago-style citations). Students will be allowed to choose the topic of 
their paper, provided it is related to political science. The instructor will be 
available during office hours and via e-mail for consultation. The paper should 
feature a review of the relevant scholarly literature, a well developed theory, and 
a detailed discussion of a potential test of that theory. The paper is due Monday, 
December 2nd at 5:00pm. E-mailed papers will not be accepted. Papers will be 
docked a full letter grade for each day they are late. A more detailed discussion 
of the paper project can be found on the website.

Final course grades will be assigned as follows: 100-93 = A, 90-92 = A-, 87-
89 = B+, 83-86 = B, 80-82 = B-, 77-79 = C+, 73-76 = C, 70-72 = C-, 60-69 = 
D, and 60-0.  Extra credit will not be given in this course. A grade of a C 
or higher is necessary in order to be admitted as a Political Science major.  
The withdrawal date for this semester is May 29.  Please speak with the 
instructor before withdrawing.
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Introduction

I.  Introduction – This section sets up the paper.  What is the question you’re seeking to answer?  
Why does it matter?  What is your argument?  Provide a brief outline of what you’re planning on 
doing in the paper. A clear introduction goes a long way towards motivating the research.

Students often have difficulties selecting a paper topic.  Feel free to contact the instructor for 
feedback on this.  Here is a listing of some broader ideas for paper topics that students have looked at 
in the past:

- How does <gender, the adoption of the 17th amendment, education, the Electoral College> 
affect <voting, turnout, etc.> in <presidential elections, congressional elections, state judicial 
elections, political primaries, etc.> in the United States?
- How does <term limits for elected officials, the line-item veto, campaign finance reform, the 
length of a member's term, negative campaign advertising, the Senate filibuster> affect <a 
representatives' voting, spending in congress/a state, the likelihood a member gets reelected>?
- How does <age, gender, the mode of selection> impact voting in <the United States Court of 
Appeals, trial courts, the United States Supreme Court, the U.S. House of Representatives, the 
U.S. Senate >?
- What factors influence <members of Congress, State representatives, governors> decision to 
<retire, seek higher office>?

DEFINE YOUR TERMS!

Introduction

I.  Introduction – Your introduction 
should accomplish a couple things.  
First, sell me on the importance of your 
question.  Why should I care about 
media bias?  You can do this either by 
telling me or by using a case study/news 
story.  Regardless, you should try to 
hook your reader in.  Second, you 
should be clear in telling the reader 
what your argument is.  You don’t need 
to give me all the details (and you 
shouldn’t), but I should be aware of 
what your specific question/argument is 
from your introduction.  Finally, a 
roadmap paragraph is usually a helpful 
way to conclude your introduction.  This 
generally involves telling me what your 
argument is, how you plan on testing it, 
what conclusions you will draw and 
what the next section does.  

Literature Review

II.  Literature Review – The literature review section builds off of your introduction.  What does the 
most recent and relevant literature say about your question?  Is the current literature limited in any 
way?  Are there controversies or debates within it? In what way will your paper contribute to this 
literature?  

Your paper should cite at least five political science/scholarly resources.  This includes published 
articles, working papers or published books.  An invaluable resource to identify these papers can be 
found at www.jstor.org or through usage of Google Scholar.  Students looking for accessible political 
science research may also consider consulting articles discussed on the monkey cage – a political 
science blog.  The blog itself is not a source; however, the articles they discuss are often good fit for 
your literature review.

Articles published in law reviews are fair game to use in the paper, but that they do not count 
towards your five scholarly sources. Please don’t take this as an indictment of law reviews – they 
publish some fantastic research. However, they don’t go through the blind peer-review process and 
are often more normative than traditional social science research. Additionally, students will become 
familiar with law reviews as they go on to law school, etc., and as such, I’d like to them to use 
political science research while they’re here.

Wikipedia is open-source material and NOT appropriate for this paper.  Please do not cite to 
Wikipedia in any form in this paper.
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III.  Theory – Again, this section should build off of your previous two sections.  It is typically the 
most difficult section for students to compose.  Your theory needs to be clear in addressing the issues 
and questions posed in your introduction and literature review sections.  Here’s a descriptive of a 
theory section I gave to a student in a previous course:

Your theory section needs to take your thesis statement from your introduction and build on it. For 
example, in the Moraski and Shipan paper, their thesis was that “political context is going to dictate 
the ideological location of Supreme Court nominations.” Their theory explained why this is in 
greater detail. It argued that when the Senate was located to the left of the president, who was to the 
left of the current court, than the Senate should allow the president substantially leeway in choosing 
a nominee. Moraski and Shipan explained why they felt this was the case in greater detail and then 
expanded on two other ideological scenarios.

Often times, students write weak theory sections because they don’t want to state anything they think 
is going to be obvious. Don’t make this mistake and don’t assume to much of the reader. Another 
common mistake is that students fail to anticipate and evaluate any counter-points to their 
argument. This is another issue that should be dealt with in your theory. Generally -- a good theory 
section is a page and half. If you’re not running that long, don’t kill yourself over it – you can still 
put together a solid paper even if the theory is weak.

Theory

IV.  Methods - Once you have made your theory 
clear, you should begin thinking about how you will 
test it.  What are your hypotheses/expectations?  
What variables will you use?  How will you acquire 
them?  What do you expect to find when you test 
them?  What will you use to test your expectations?  
You can keep the technical aspects of this section as 
simple as you would like.

You do not need to specify or include a working 
statistical model -- and one is not expected for this 
paper. Your methods section should focus on (1) 
identifying where you would get the data from the 
test your hypothesis, and then, for you to (2) identify 
your dependent and (3) any independent variables in 
your analysis. You can feel free to write your 
conclusion section as if you ran the model and that 
your results confirmed your hypotheses.

Methods

V.  Conclusion – Assuming your 
results hold, what conclusions 
can you draw from your research?  
Can your findings be generalized 
to other areas?  Can you make 
any normative recommendations 
based on them?  What future 
work is necessary?

Conclusion
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1. 3 am six page illegible rant about 
Obama/Republicans/hippies/etc…
• It’s a research paper, people

2. The student who cites wikipedia exclusively…
• Cato institute and Daily KOS are also not appropriate cites.

3. 8 page lit review, half a paragraph of theory…
4. The “is this a good topic?” the weekend before its due e-

mailer…
• You can wait until the last minute, just don’t advertise

5. The four page paragraph composer…
• It’s even worse if it’s all one sentence.

6. The scared writer…
• Suck it up and make an argument!

7. The overly confident writer...
• You haven’t “conclusively proven” anything.

8. The student who never rereads…
• There’s a big difference between “assess” and “asses”

9. The perfectionist…
• Two types of papers: Good and finished

10. The plagiarizer and the paper buyer
• I know how to work google

Don’t be this Student…

11. The creative writer
• I’m not asking you to recreate “A Tale of Two 

Cities.” Be direct.

12.  The conversational writer
• “Sick and tired,” “that being said,” “line in the sand”

13.  The student who Doesn’t capitalize Consistently
• Use the find command…

14.  The “over-quoter”
• Use your own words…Show me you’ve done the 

reading. Also -- block quotes and page numbers!

15.  The policy paper writer
• Political science and public policy are separate fields

Don’t be this Student…

16.  Captain Jargon
• Define your terms

17.  The rambler
• Be on point and stay on point.  Don’t shy away from footnotes.  

18.  The car salesman
• Cut the adjectives and adverbs.  Let the reader decide if something is tremendous or very 

interesting

20.  The fact fudger
• Check your dates and background information.  When in doubt – cite!

21.  The never picks up the paper student
• I hold onto them for several years.  Pick them up or I will find you…

News

Tom LoBianco: “On the surface, Trump and Pence insist they have a great relationship and 
are working closer than ever to win reelection in 2020. (They’ve consistently beaten back 
rumors that former U.N. Ambassador Nikki Haley is in the running to replace Pence on the 
2020 ticket.)” “But behind the scenes, tensions have been mounting among Trump, Pence 
and their top advisers ever since the GOP’s resounding losses in the 2018 midterms. In the 
weeks afterward, Trump asked aides about replacing Pence on the ticket, and he asked 
again for their thoughts on Pence during his August vacation at his golf course in 
Bedminster, N.J., according to Trump advisers who spoke on condition of anonymity to 
talk about private discussions with the president.”

A new Marquette Law poll in Wisconsin finds Joe Biden leading President Trump 
in a general election match up by nine points, 51% to 42%. Bernie Sanders leads 
Trump by four points, 48% to 44%. Elizabeth Warren is tied with Trump at 45% 
and Kamala Harris is also tied at 44%.

Washington Post: “It was Trump who used a black Sharpie to mark up an official 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration map, which he displayed during 
an Oval Office briefing on Wednesday, according to a White House official who 
spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal deliberations.” Said the 
official: “No one else writes like that on a map with a black Sharpie.”

First-term Rep. Jared Golden (D-ME) said he’s not going to take sides in next year’s U.S. 
Senate race, the Portland Press Herald reports. “Golden said he respects both U.S. Sen. 
Susan Collins, a Maine Republican, and the leading Democratic challenger, state House 
Speaker Sara Gideon, a Freeport Democrat.”“But his rationale for steering clear of the race 
has less to do with his feelings about the candidates than it does with his commitment to 
maintaining a good working relationship with whomever wins in November 2020.”
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Government and the Economy

• Money may not make the world go round, but 
it is an important political concern. 

• Some may even argue that economics is the 
reason humans created government in the first 
place.

• Government is intimately tied to economics 
because people need to attain collective 
security to engage in economic enterprises.  

• The relationship between politics and 
government seems simple.

• People tend to hold the government 
responsible for maintaining and improving the 
economy.

• In reality, it is a rich, dynamic relationship 
filled with subtlety, which many do not 
understand. 

Tragedy of the Commons

• The tragedy of the commons 
demonstrates that when sharing a 
common resource, an individual’s 
choices are intertwined with those 
of others using the resource. 

• Even if people realize that 
everyone would benefit from 
preserving the shared resource 
(enlightened self interest), 
individuals will overexploit the 
commons if they  believe others 
will cheat or take advantage of the 
group.

• Exploitation becomes the rational choice. 

• Government is all about collective action; a group forms to pursue goals that 
cannot be attained spontaneously and would be impossible for any one 
individual to realize.

Tragedy of the Commons

• The need to regulate the use of the 
commons is a basic and continuing 
economic role of government. 

• Society uses government to control 
some of the means of production, 
the mechanisms for transforming 
labor into wealth, and to escape the 
tragedy of the commons.

• Implicit in the tragedy of the 
commons and in the possible 
solutions to it are the dynamics of 
capitalism and socialism.

• At a basic level, capitalism and 
socialism are two perspectives on 
who should control the means of 
production: individuals or society.
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Karl Marx: Student of Capitalism?

• Almost every political scientist identifies Marx as 
one of the most influential human political 
theorists. He focused on economics as the primary 
element of politics.

• A century of intense international and domestic 
politics has created a mythology around Marx. 

• He is deified by one side, demonized by the other, 
and distorted by both. Even when he was alive 
Marx was quick to announce, “I am not a 
Marxist.” 

• Among the many labels that could be applied to 
Marx is humanist.

• A humanist is an idealist who is interested in and 
motivated by concerns about the broader human 
condition and the quality of people’s lives.

“Sell a man a fish, he eats for a 
day, teach a man how to fish, 
you ruin a wonderful business 
opportunity.” – Karl Marx

The Adolescence of Capitalism

“If you think you can do a 
thing or think you can't do a 
thing, you're right.”  --
Henry Ford

• Marx witnessed a critical historical period in the 
transformation of the global economy from a peasant 
or feudal system to the early forms of industrial 
capitalism.

• Under feudalism, most production occurred within a 
peasant/landowner context.  The landowner 
controlled and owned the land, while the peasants 
were little more than subsistence farmers. 

• One key aspect of the feudal relationship was that 
both the landlord and the peasant needed each other. 

• Under capitalism things were different. Capitalists 
used factories as the means of production, i.e., to 
transform labor into wealth. Industrial capitalism can 
be understood with the example of the assembly line. 
With an assembly line, complex tasks that used to 
take a great deal of skill are broken down into a series 
of small steps that were so simple that anyone could 
perform them.

The Adolescence of Capitalism

• The driving force in capitalism is the 
competition between capitalists. Competition 
is also the source of capitalism’s greatest 
value: its efficiency. Marx recognized this.

• He argued that by removing the need for 
skilled and knowledgeable laborers, 
capitalism altered the relationship between 
owners of the means of production and 
laborers.

• Laborers became easily replicable cogs in the 
productive machinery.  

“The fight is never about 
grapes or lettuce. It is 
always about people.”  --
Cesar Chavez
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Competition as the Driving Force in Capitalism
• Competition among capitalists affects all four 

elements of price: profits, materials, overhead, and 
wages. If any of these factors can be reduced, the 
capitalist can sell the product for less than the 
competition.  

• In extreme cases the more efficient producer can 
drive other factories out of business. Surviving 
capitalists must respond by cost cutting to match 
or exceed cost reductions. 

• Marx noted the benefits of an economic system 
driven by specialization and competition, i.e., 
gains in efficiency and productivity. He also 
argued that ruthless competition would inevitably 
destroy the political, economic, and social system. 

• Pure competition promoted unsafe working 
conditions. Factory owners pushed wages below 
what was needed for survival and efficient 
machines replaced people, who were left without 
jobs.

“Fascism is capitalism plus 
murder.” – Upton Sinclair

The Pool of Labor as a Common Resource

• Marx saw the massive overexploitation of 
workers as the fatal flaw of capitalism.

• The dynamics of the tragedy of the commons 
are applicable, if one thinks of the pool of 
laborers as a commons, a shared resource that 
capitalists exploit for economic gain.

• Competition drives capitalists to overexploit 
workers. 

• Capitalism provides no way for individual 
capitalists to end the overexploitation; generous 
capitalists would be overtaken by market 
forces. 

The Pool of Labor as a Common Resource

• The tragedy of the commons--the overexploitation of the workers in the 
pool of labor--is a fatal flaw in the very concept of pure capitalism as an 
economic system. 

• Marx argued that the constant push to lower salaries would create a 
circumstance where workers could not afford to buy products. 

• The result would be a fatal reduction in demand for products. 
• Marx also pointed out that people have the capability of acting collectively. 
• He believed workers would become so desperate that they would see no 

alternative to destroying the system. 
• They would find a way to overcome atomization, peer policing, and 

preference falsification, and they would revolt. 
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News
Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner (R-WI) announced he will not seek reelection, The Hill reports. 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: “The 76-year-old congressman has long represented the GOP’s 
geographic base in Wisconsin — the suburban, exurban and rural communities north and west 
of Milwaukee County that historically turn out in droves for Republican candidates and 
provide a large share of the party’s activists and political leaders.”

Joe Biden downplayed his recent verbal slip-ups in an interview with Stephen Colbert, 
saying they were not regarding the “substance” of his arguments for the presidency. Said 
Biden: “I think it’s fair to go after a political figure for anything. Any gaffe that I have 
made — and I’ve made gaffes like every politician I know has — have been not about 
the substance of issue but about other — I’m trying to talk about what other people have 
done.” Asked if he was “going nuts,” Biden joked he wanted to go “on the Jimmy 
Kimmel show” to talk about his gaffes, referring to Colbert’s late night competitor.

Former Rep. Aaron Schock (R-IL) “will walk away from a public corruption case with no 
conviction, a federal judge ruled Wednesday at a hearing lasting just a few minutes,” the 
Chicago Sun Times reports. “A 2016 indictment accused Schock of improperly using 
campaign and government funds for cars, mileage reimbursements, interior decorating, a 
charter plane flight to a Bears game and sports tickets he resold for profit.” “Schock struck a 
deal with prosecutors in March, which put his case on hold for six months during which he 
was required to meet certain conditions and remain under court supervision.”

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson suffered another big loss, with the House of Commons 
rejecting his motion calling for a general election by 298 to 56. Because many opposition 
MPs abstained, it did not receive the two thirds majority required to trigger national ballot. 
Axios: “It’s a disastrous start for the new prime minister, who campaigned on a pledge to 
leave the EU on Oct. 31 with or without a deal. No prime minister has lost their first vote in 
office since 1783 — let alone their first 3.”

I Thought You Said There’d be a Revolution?

• When it came to predicting the future, Marx 
was not quite as successful as he was at 
critiquing capitalism.

• Many Marxist theorists since Marx have tried 
to explain why there was no collapse of the 
capitalist system.

• Perhaps the best explanation is collective 
action.

• As worker dissatisfaction and unrest 
threatened to grow into revolt, capitalists 
turned to government.

• At first force was used, but there is a limit to 
the effectiveness of force.

• Governments gradually adopted policies that 
gave the workers some of what they 
demanded, including limitations on the 
exploitation of labor.  

Socialism
• Marx categorized political-economic 

systems according to who controlled the 
means of production.

• The means of production are the things 
necessary to transform labor into wealth.

• Under the feudal system land was the 
primary means of production, and the 
church, along with a hereditary elite, 
controlled the land. 

• In a capitalist system, individuals control 
the means of production.  

• Socialism is an economic system where 
society controls the means of production. 

“There are no absolute rules of 
conduct, either in peace or war. 
Everything depends on 
circumstances.” – Leon Trotsky
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Socialism

• Pure socialism, just like pure 
capitalism, cannot work in practice. 

• In fact, it has never even been tried 
on a large scale Socialism is very 
good at distributing goods, but very 
inefficient at producing those goods.

• In his descriptions of socialism and 
the communist utopia Marx 
overestimated people's 
industriousness.  

• Socialism is very inefficient because 
it is hard to motivate people to work 
and even harder to motivate people 
to seek efficiencies or get them to 
excel at their craft. 

The Yin and Yang of Socialism and Capitalism

• When government regulates and 
polices the exploitation of labor, it 
uses principles of socialism to save 
capitalism.

• Think of the things government does 
to regulate the marketplace.

• All of today’s functioning capitalist 
systems are mixtures of capitalism 
and socialism.

• They mix private and societal control 
of the means of production. The real 
question is not capitalism versus 
socialism, but what balance between 
the two systems is best. 

Conclusion

Questions? Concerns? Angry Rants?


