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News

Mike Allen: “Capitol Hill veterans expect that ‘a lot more’ sexual-
harassment settlements by lawmakers will be uncovered. So now there’s a 
race to strengthen workplace rules that are scandalously archaic.” “The 
existing system is a racket. Settlements are secret, and the Ethics 
Committee is notorious for protecting its own. We — as in all of us 
taxpayers — pay the hush money, because that’s who foots the bills for 
these settlements. Only a few lawmakers have publicly pushed for broad, 
quick change.”

Mike Allen: “With administration and leadership aides frantically negotiating 
with holdout senators, the Senate’s tax vote scheduled for late this week could 
lapse into next week.” “That would raise everyone’s blood pressure: 
Everything is fragile.” “The bill is in the ugly sausage-making phase, with 
senators taking advantage of their leverage to make demands. At least six GOP 
senators are holding out (John McCain and Jeff Flake of Arizona, Bob Corker 
of Tennessee, Susan Collins of Maine, Ron Johnson of Wisconsin and Steve 
Daines of Montana). Lose three of those, and the bill is dead.”

President Trump cast doubt on avoiding a government shutdown, tweeting that he 
didn’t believe a deal could be reached with Democrats: Meeting with “Chuck and 
Nancy” today about keeping government open and working. Problem is they want 
illegal immigrants flooding into our Country unchecked, are weak on Crime and want 
to substantially RAISE Taxes. I don’t see a deal! First Read: “The smart money is that 
Congress will pass a short funding bill that will set up a government-spending 
showdown right before Christmas. Unlike the tax bill, this measure needs 60 votes in 
the Senate – and thus votes from Democrats. And here’s where we can expect big 
fights over funding for Trump’s border wall, over DACA (with Senate Democrats 
saying they won’t fund the government without protecting the DREAMers) and 
maybe over raising the debt limit, too.”
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Course Paper

EXTENSION -- Students will now have the option of turning in their research design or bill history paper on 
either Friday, December 8th at 5:00pm for one bonus point OR Monday, December 11th at 5:00pm for no 
penalty.  

1. The student that doesn’t learn MULTIPLE writing styles in 
College

2. The 3am six page illegible rant about 
Democrats/Trump/hippies/etc…

• It’s a research paper, people

3. The student who cites Wikipedia exclusively…
• Cato institute and Daily KOS are also not appropriate cites.

4. The eight page lit review, half a paragraph of theory writer
• Don’t assume I know what you’re talking about

5. The “is this a good topic?” the weekend before its due e-mailer…
• You can wait until the last minute, just don’t advertise

6. The four page paragraph composer…
• It’s even worse if it’s all one sentence.

7. The scared writer…
• Suck it up and make an argument!

8. The overly confident writer...
• You haven’t “conclusively proven” anything.

Don’t be this Student…

9. The student who never rereads…
• There’s a big difference between “assess” and “asses”

10. The perfectionist…
• Two types of papers: Good and finished

11. The plagiarizer and the paper buyer
• I know how to work google

12. The Long-Winded Winger
• If you’re going to write a terrible, last minute paper, 

keep it short.

13. The “Who needs to read the instructions?” student
• You’re not assembling IKEA furniture. Definitely 

provide section headers.

14. The creative writer
• I’m not asking you to recreate “A Tale of Two Cities.” 

Be direct.

15. The conversational writer
• “Sick and tired,” “that being said,” “line in the sand”

Don’t be this Student…
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16.  The policy paper writer
• Political science and public policy are separate fields

17. Captain Jargon
• Define your terms

18. The rambler
• Be on point and stay on point.  Don’t shy away from footnotes.  

19. The car salesman
• Cut the adjectives and adverbs.  Let the reader decide if something is 

tremendous or very interesting

20. The fact-fudger
• Check your dates and background information.  When in doubt – cite!

21. The Strawman killer 
• Cite! And argue something…Don’t just state an empirical fact

22. The idiot
• Turn in SOMETHING.

23.  The never picks up the paper student
• I hold onto them for several years.  Pick them up or I will find you…

Don’t be this Student…

Captain Jargon in action.

Step 1 should be to find the index.  Your enactment might include more than one bill. And it 
might be listed in more than one index. 

Keep the bill history broken up under subheadings. 

Step 2 should be to put a timeline under the subheadings. On what day was the bill introduced? 
When was it reported out of the committee? When did it pass the House? 

Bill Histories

Reading the Index

Three bills listed for this enactment (S 275, HR 7171, HR 7940)

• Notes: A quick glance suggests this thing is a nightmare. Immediately after 
title XII is read, it shall be in order to consider an amendment striking out 
title XII and inserting in lieu thereof the text of the bill H.R. 7940. CQ notes 
"The initial fight occurred over the rule for floor consideration which added 
the committee's Previous food stamp bill (HR 7940) to the omnibus farm bill 
(HR 7171) as Title XII." Proceedings to HR 7171 were vacated and the 
Senate companion was passed in lieu thereof. CQ notes that this is "the 
most far-reaching revision of the Previous Food Stamp program since it 
became permanent in 1964." 

• 9 roll call votes on amendments in the Senate on S 275, none in the House

• 20 roll call votes on amendments in the House on HR 7171, none in the 
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Reading the Index

Because it passes in the first session, we know we only need the first session indices

Typical index breakdown: Introduction/referral, reported out of committee, special 
rule/suspension (if either occurs), debate and amending, passes chamber, referred to new 
chamber committee, reported, special rule/suspension (if either occurs), debate and 
amending, passes chamber, conference, president

Only evaluating the pre-conference stage
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Conclusion

Have a great break!

For Thursday: Finish Senate rules and review!


