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News
President Trump and congressional leaders “agreed to increase the debt limit and 
fund the government until mid-December, after the president sided with Democratic 
leaders over reluctant Republicans on a deal that would set up a fiscal showdown for 
year’s end,” the New York Times reports. Washington Post: “The president’s 
decision, confirmed by Republicans, came barely an hour after Speaker Paul Ryan 
(R-WI) panned the idea of a brief debt hike, accusing Democrats of ‘playing politics’ 
with much needed Harvey relief by trying to create pressure for their agenda. 
Democrats believe this extension into December would increase their leverage on 
Republicans to secure stabilization funds for health-care markets and resolve the 
legal status of undocumented immigrants brought to the United States as children.” 

Politico: In a brief interview on Wednesday, McConnell said his meeting with 
Trump a day earlier was “cordial." And though he made clear to reporters that 
this was Trump’s deal — not his and Ryan’s — he said he would nevertheless 
support it. McConnell also insisted that things have settled down after Trump’s 
tirade of tweets criticizing the GOP leader in August over his stewardship of the 
chamber and singling out some of his Republican members. “It’s fine,” 
McConnell said of his relationship with Trump. “Everything’s fine.” 

Said one Republican to Axios: “Dems bluffed their way into total victory. They win the 
politics of DACA and leverage on debt in the winter. The fate is sealed – DACA will be 
reauthorized without strings, Schumer has inserted himself into all negotiations in the 
winter, including tax, spending and immigration.” Playbook: “Every Republican 
leadership aide we’ve spoken to disagrees with this strategy, and thinks the president 
got rolled.” Politico: “A three-month debt ceiling? Why not do a daily debt ceiling?” 
cracked Rep. Mike Simpson (R-Idaho). “He’s the best deal-maker ever. Don’t you 
know? I mean, he’s got a book out!”

News
“The Senate is preparing to force President Trump to go on record to officially 
condemn the deadly white supremacist rallies in Charlottesville last month,” 
Politico reports. “The Senate routinely takes up nonbinding measures 
commemorating people and institutions in the form of concurrent resolutions 
and simple resolutions – which are both purely symbolic and not submitted to 
the White House for the president’s signature.” “But backers of the 
Charlottesville resolution have strategically chosen to introduce their measure 
as a joint resolution, which means it will be sent to Trump to sign into law.”

“Leaders of the Freedom Caucus met with House Speaker Paul D. Ryan (R-
WI) on Wednesday to candidly express their frustrations with his leadership 
and his handling of the Republican legislative agenda, according to two people 
familiar with the discussion,” the Washington Post reports. “The exchange 
comes as former White House chief strategist Stephen Bannon is having 
conversations with hard-line GOP lawmakers about how they should exert 
greater influence in the fall’s political fights and pressure congressional 
Republican leaders.” Conservatives lawmakers “have begun to discuss who 
could replace Ryan as speaker, should conservatives rebel against him.”

CNN: “A lengthy middle section of Clinton’s book is devoted to Russia’s 
attempts to influence the US presidential contest, which Clinton blames in part 
for her loss. She describes herself as consumed by the various threads of Russia’s 
involvement, writing that she follows ‘every twist and turn of the story,’ often 
with chagrin.” Writes Clinton: “I read everything I could get my hands on.” 
“Clinton’s book does involve some introspection and she takes responsibility for 
her failures, but the book oozes with contempt for Trump and blames two 
external factors — Russia and fired FBI Director James Comey — for her loss.”

Economic Inequality and Political Power
“Economic Inequality and Political Power (Part 1 of 3), 
Martin Gilens, themonkeycage, 8/3/2012

In a democracy, all citizens—the rich, middle-class, 
poor alike—must have some ability to influence what 
their government does. Few people would expect that 
influence to be identical: those with higher incomes and 
better connections will always be more influential. But 
if influence becomes so unequal that the wishes of most 
citizens are ignored most of the time, a country’s claim 
to be a democracy is cast in doubt. And that is exactly 
what I found in my analyses of the link between public 
preferences and government policy in the U.S.

In my recent book, Affluence & Influence: Economic 
Inequality and Political Power in America, I examined 
thousands of proposed policy changes over the past four 
decades. I compared the strength of support (or 
opposition) of survey respondents at different income 
levels with actual policy outcomes in the years 
following the survey. As expected, greater public 
support increased the likelihood of a proposed policy 
change being adopted, as shown in the first chart below.
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Economic Inequality and Political Power

In many areas of government policy, the preferences of lower and higher income Americans are similar, 
and in these cases, the strength of the policy/preference link is necessarily similar as well. I found little 
difference by income level for about half the proposed policy changes in my dataset, including most 
aspects of defense, environmental policy, the war on drugs, family leave, and even antipoverty policy 
(where, for example, the affluent and the poor alike support strengthening work requirements, job 
training, and child care for welfare recipients).

When preferences across income groups do diverge, however, I found that the association with policy 
outcomes persisted for the affluent but disappeared for the middle class and the poor, as the second 
chart shows. (I used the 90th, 50th and 10th income percentiles to represent these three groups.)

Elections Clips

Martin Attacks Chambliss
Chambliss Attacks Martin
Clinton – Its 3 am
SNL – 3 am
Clint Webb for Senate
SNL—Undecided Voters
Daily Show—McConnelling
Lying Ted

Daisy Girl
Daily Show—Not Coordinating with Colbert
Dale Peterson – We are better than that!
Thomas Jefferson Attack Ad
McCain Approves
Daily Show: Our New Election Economy
Demon Sheep

Who Uses the Right to Vote?
Most of us agree that the right to vote is 
the very essence of democracy.

Yet millions of Americans do not vote. 
Is this irrational? Paradoxical?

• not when you consider that the 
benefits of elections are collective 
benefits

• people enjoy the payoffs even if 
they have not helped to produce 
them by voting

• a single vote is not likely to make 
much of a difference. And voting is 
costly!

• makes sense to demand the right to 
vote. But rational not to use it
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Who Uses the Right to Vote?

Amazing outcome is that so 
many people actually do turn out 
to vote!

• Freerider problems are 
overcome.

Same logic applies to gathering 
information about the competing 
candidates and parties if a person 
chooses to vote.

The share of eligible voters who go to the polls has varied widely over American 
history. 

The most important contemporary change was the sharp decline in voter turnout 
between 1960 and 1972:

• since then, an average of only about 58 percent of the eligible electorate has bothered 
to register and vote in presidential elections

• even the hotly contested 2008 race inspired a turnout of only about 61 percent

Who Uses the Right to Vote?

A word of caution: the measure matters!

What’s wrong with simply calculating voter turnout by dividing the total number of 
votes cast by the total number voting age residents?  What affect would this have?

Who Uses the Right to Vote?

Age and education have the 
strongest influence on voting.

African Americans and Hispanics 
are less likely to vote (taking other 
factors into account), as are people 
who live in southern states or those 
that border southern states.

People with deeper roots in their 
community vote more often as do 
those with internal and external 
efficacy.

Turnout is higher in areas where 
there are fewer barriers to 
registration.
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Who Uses the Right to Vote?
Turnout is higher among people with 
stronger partisan views and electoral 
preferences.

If one lives in an area with more active 
parties and more competitive elections, 
there is also an increased probability of 
voting.

In terms of gender, men and women are 
equally likely to turn out and vote.

The cynical and distrusting are as likely 
to vote as anyone else

• contradicts a popular explanation for 
the decline in participation—that it 
resulted from an increase in public 
cynicism and mistrust since 1960

Who Uses the Right to Vote?
Voting and other forms of political 
participation incur costs but produce 
benefits.

People participate when they can meet the 
costs and appreciate the benefits.

Those with money, education, experience, 
free time, and self-confidence find it easier 
to meet the costs, while those with a 
greater psychological stake receive greater 
benefits.

Voting therefore rational for those who 
derive personal satisfaction from going to 
the polls. Expressing themselves through 
voting typically outweighs the modest 
costs of casting a ballot

Who Uses the Right to Vote?

Differences in participation cannot be 
explained completely by individual 
differences in resources and 
psychological involvement, however. 

Institutional contexts (variation in 
registration laws, for example) affect 
turnout as well.

Social circumstances also play a crucial 
part in stimulating turnout:

• social connections help with 
efficacy levels, information, and 
contact with activists.

• often people participate because 
they have been asked to do so.
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The Non-Representative Electorate
The assorted demographic and institutional 
influences on voting produce an electorate (the 
voting public) in which:

• Wealthy, well-educated, older white people 
are overrepresented. 

• Poor, uneducated, young, and nonwhite 
people are underrepresented.

People like this are more likely to be mobilized 
by parties, interest groups, and campaigns: 

• they are targeted as the cheapest to 
reach and the easiest to mobilize

• “the pressures that political leaders 
face to use their own resources most 
effectively build a class bias into their 
efforts to mobilize.”—Rosenstone and 
Hansen

Variation in Turnout over Time

Earlier discussion focused on the factors that 
explain variations in participation among 
individuals, but what accounts for variations in 
turnout over time?

Puzzling: While voter registration laws have 
eased and educational attainment has increased, 
why has voter turnout declined over time? 
These changes should have increased turnout.

While these two trends have had a positive 
effect on turnout, other factors have had the 
opposite effect:

• extending the vote to eighteen-to-twenty-
year-olds

• lessening of community roots (increased 
mobility), lessening of political efficacy, 
lessening of partisan attachment

Variation in Turnout over Time
The major reasons for the decline, however, are 
institutional. Fewer people voting because fewer 
people are being mobilized by parties, campaigns, 
and interest groups:

• Most parties and candidates have replaced 
labor-intensive door-to-door campaigns with 
money-intensive television and direct-mail 
campaigns.

• focus scarce resources on tightest races

• diminishment of Civil Rights movement to 
mobilize black voters

• diminishment of labor union movement and 
their efforts to union workers and their families

Turnout is directly affected by the activities of 
political entrepreneurs pursuing offices or 
policies.

When their goals and tactics change, so does the 
level of electoral participation.
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Voter ID Laws
“Do Voter ID Laws Depress Turnout?” John 

Sides, themonkeycage, 10/3/2011

A new Brennan Center study—which is getting 
front-page news coverage—attempts to count the 
number of citizens that could be adversely 
affected by new laws requiring voters to have 
photo identification.  But do these laws actually 
reduce voter turnout?

In my 2007 post on this subject, I noted two 
studies.  One determined that immigrants and 
ethnic minorities would be less likely to have 
these forms of identification.  A second—
available here at the Brennan Center’s website—
found that citizens in states that required photo 
identification reported turning out at a rate 2 
points lower than citizens in other states.

“Voter ID, which is gonna allow Governor Romney to 
win the state of Pennsylvania, done.” –Pennsylvania 
House Majority Leader Mike Turzai (R)

But other studies do not find any negative effect of identification laws on turnout.  Here is a one.  And here is 
another, by Robert Erikson and Lorraine Minnite.  I’ll quote from their conclusions: 

The moral is simple. We should be wary of claims—from all sides of the controversy—regarding turnout 
effects from voter ID laws…The effects may be there. By all tests there is nothing to suggest otherwise. But 
the data are not up to the task of making a compelling statistical argument.
The Brennan Center has a list of studies here.

None of this is to say that voter identification laws are unproblematic.  It is just difficult to prove that they are 
associated with lower turnout.

How Do Voters Decide?

Acquire information to reduce uncertainty. 
Cues and shortcuts through:

• Past performance
• Opinion leaders
• Personal characteristics of the 

candidate
• Party label

Free information through the press, social 
media and friends.

How Do Voters Decide?

Assessing past performance. 

• Evaluating incumbents. “Are you better off now than you were four years ago?”
• Role of the economy.
• Utilize direct experience/experience of others via the media
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How Do Voters Decide?

Total Obama (D) McCain (R) 

Better
(37%)

37% 60%

Worse
(42%)

71% 28%

Same
(34%)

45% 53%

2008 Election—Family’s financial situation?

How Do Voters Decide?

Comparing future policy options.

• Focus on issues: Guns, abortion, tax 
cuts, civil rights, etc. 

Depends (single-issue voters versus those 
who make decisions based on bundles of 
issues).

Voters may take cues from opinion leaders.

Voters also make predictions based on the 
candidates’ personal characteristics:

• one set of personal considerations 
includes qualities such as competence, 
experience, honesty, knowledge, and 
leadership skills

How Do Voters Decide?
The most important information shortcut 
voters use to make predictions is party label. 

The party label provides useful information 
for both: performance voting (voting for the 
party in control, or “in-party” when one 
thinks the government is performing well; 
voting for the outs when one thinks the 
government is performing poorly) and issue 
voting (the typical positions of Republicans 
and Democrats; the parties differ in 
predictable ways on many issues).

Most voters simplify their electoral evaluations and decisions by developing a 
consistent bias in favor of the candidates of one of the major parties, making the party 
label the most influential “endorsement” of all.
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How Do Voters Decide?

Total Obama (D) McCain (R) 

Democrat
(39%)

89% 10%

Republican
(32%)

9% 90%

Independent
(29%)

52% 44%

2008 Election—By party affiliation

Partisanship

Gallup has an interesting finding on confidence in Federal Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bernanke. It seems that perceptions of this ostensibly nonpartisan official depend 
heavily on which President he happens to be working for. – fivethirtyeight.com

Percent Expressing Great Deal/Fair Amount of Confidence in Ben Bernanke:

Democrats Independents Republicans
2008 40                     43               61
2009               64 44                36

Elections Revisited

Does money contributed to elections provide 
benefits to those who give? 

• Access: yes.

• Policy favoritism: no indisputable 
evidence, but plenty of suggestive 
evidence. 

Suggested reforms:

• Spending ceilings.

• Limiting donations and eliminating PACs.

• Public funding.

These all have their own problems, trade-offs. 
And there is no consensus on what would 
be best reform.

• Ultimate barrier: First Amendment.

Politicians HATE raising money.
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Third Parties and Partisan Realignment

What drives the ideological movement of parties? 

What effects do third parties have in American 
elections?

Miller and Schofield (2003, 245): “Politics may 
appear to be characterized by a single cleavage, but 
this is because the two parties [led by ideological 
activists] themselves ‘organize’ politics along the 
dimension that separates them. Party disagreement 
on one dimension of politics makes that dimension 
more salient, while the other dimension is obscured 
by tacit party agreement.”

Third Parties and Partisan Realignment

Third Parties and Partisan Realignment



11

Third Parties and Partisan Realignment

To maximize their vote share relative to their 
opponents, parties engage in “flanking” 
maneuvers.  

For the modern Republican party, this would 
mean picking up economic liberals/social 
moderates.

Third parties – two types:

Dragging (like Ralph Nader) – encourage the 
party to move back to an old position.

Leading (like George Wallace) – encourage 
the party to adopt a new position.

"There's not a dime's worth of difference 
between the Democrat and Republican 
parties.” – Former Governor and 
Presidential Candidate George Wallace (D-
AL)

Conclusion

Questions?  For Monday: Chapter 6 and the Boehner reading.

Enjoy the rest of your day!


