
1

POLS 4600

Prof. Anthony Madonna

The University of Georgia

ajmadonn@uga.edu

9/18/19

9/18/19 OutlineI. Introduction
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c. Majority Whip
d. Minority Whip

III. Senate Leaders
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c. Minority Leader
d. Majority Whip

IV. Unidimensional Spatial Model
a. Trade-off
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V. Black’s Median Voter Theorem
a. Odd #’s
b. Full participation
c. Sincere voting

VI. Committee-Gatekeeper Game
a. Open v. Closed rules
b. Parties Revisited
c. Why do we care about 

party theories?
d. Exercise

VII. Committees Redux
a. Lack of autonomy
b. Staff cuts
c. Tool of the party
d. Hearings – often oversight
e. Drafting legislation
f. Bypassing committees

VIII. Committee Types
a. Standing
b. Conference
c. Joint
d. Select

IX. Committee membership
a. Self-selection
b. Prestige committees
c. Seniority
d. Experience
e. Loyalty
f. Vulnerability
g. Expertise

X. Conclusion
a. Questions?

News
Politico: “In a closed-door meeting last week, Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
stunned lawmakers and aides with a swipe at Democratic staff on 
the House Judiciary Committee. Pelosi criticized the panel’s 
handling of impeachment in harsh terms, complaining committee 
aides have advanced the push for ousting President Donald Trump 
far beyond where the House Democratic Caucus stands. Democrats 
simply don’t have the votes on the floor to impeach Trump, Pelosi 
said. “And you can feel free to leak this,” Pelosi added, according to 
multiple people in the room. Pelosi’s office declined to comment on 
the meeting.

“The Trump administration told the Supreme Court Tuesday that the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau is unconstitutional because Congress limited the 
president’s power to remove the agency’s director before his or her five-year term 
expires,” the Wall Street Journal reports. “Two federal appeals courts have upheld the 
CFPB’s structure, which is intended to insulate the director from political interference 
by allowing dismissal only for ‘inefficiency, neglect of duty, or malfeasance in office.’ 
They relied on a 1935 Supreme Court precedent, known as Humphrey’s Executor, 
which approved similar protections for members of the Federal Trade Commission, 
who like the CFPB director are presidential appointees confirmed by the Senate.”

“The Trump administration will allow pork plants to reduce the number of 
Department of Agriculture line inspectors assigned to them and run their slaughter 
lines without any speed limit under a new rule intended to modernize an antiquated 
inspection system,” NBC News reports. “But the changes have alarmed consumer 
advocates who believe the rule will make food less safe and endanger workers.”
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News
In November 2016, after holding their majorities in 
both the House and the Senate and winning the 
White House, Republican Party leaders declared their 
top priority would be to repeal and replace the 
Affordable Care Act. Speaker of the House Paul 
Ryan (R-WI) noted that the party had already shown 
it could get a repeal bill to the President without help 
from minority party Democrats (Steinhauer 2016a).  
Another House Republican cited an “ironclad 
commitment” to repeal the law (Pear and Kaplan 
2016). And the House had cast over 50 roll call votes 
on the floor to repeal President Obama’s signature 
healthcare act by March of 2014 (O’Keefe 2014).

The Republican replacement measure, the American Health Care Act, was unveiled on March 
6, 2017. On March 22, the House adopted both the previous question motion and Hres 221, 
which allowed consideration of Hres 228. The previous question motion was adopted on a pure 
party-line vote, 233-185, and the rule by 227-189 votes with only four Republicans voting no. 
On March 24, the House adopted the previous question motion on Hres 228 on another party-
line vote, 236-186. The rule was than adopted 230-194 with six Republican noes. Despite 
pledges of unity, House leaders than pulled the bill after determining they lacked a majority in 
favor of the measure. 

News

On May 4th, the House adopted the previous question motion on another special rule, Hres
308, 235-193, with one Republican no. The rule than passed by an identical margin. The bill 
than passed by a much more narrow 217-213 margin, with 20 defections. Altogether, the six 
procedural votes in the House demonstrated a very unified Republican Party that cast 1396 
“yes” votes with just 12 “noes”, for a winning coalition of 99.25%. The final passage vote 
demonstrated a more divided chamber, one that fit with media coverage, with a coalition of 
91.56%, and most defectors coming from the center of the isle. 

News

“David Cameron has accused Boris Johnson of not believing in Brexit but 
backing it anyway during the referendum campaign on Britain’s EU membership 
to advance his political career,” Politico reports. “In an extract from his 
forthcoming memoir, published in the Sunday Times, the former British prime 
minister ripped into the political motives of Johnson and Michael Gove, another 
leading Brexit campaigner who is now a Cabinet minister.”

President Trump once again came to the defense of Supreme Court Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh, Politico reports. Said Trump: “Brett Kavanaugh should start suing 

people for liable, or the Justice Department should come to his rescue.” 
Approximately an hour after the original tweet, he sent out a new tweet with the 
correct spelling of the word “libel.”

“Democratic leaders Nancy Pelosi and Chuck Schumer warned President Donald Trump 
on Sunday that any firearm legislation that falls short of universal background checks for 
gun sales ‘will not get the job done,’ complicating delicate negotiations between the 
president and a group of senators,” Politico reports. “Trump has been discussing potential 
legislation with senators in both parties that would expand background checks but would 
not go as far as House-passed legislation that would apply them to all gun sales with 
limited exceptions. Trump issued a veto threat on the House’s background-checks bill 
earlier this year, and few Republicans in Congress support it.”

A new CBS News poll finds a majority of Americans think action needs to be taken right 
now to address climate change. “Most consider it at least to be a serious problem —
including more than a quarter who say it is a crisis. Seven in 10 think human activity 
contributes a lot or some to climate change, and most feel they have a personal 
responsibility to do something about it, although many say they cannot afford to.”
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Public Opinion—Partisanship

Gallup has an interesting finding on confidence in Federal Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bernanke. It seems that perceptions of this ostensibly nonpartisan official depend 
heavily on which President he happens to be working for. – fivethirtyeight.com

Percent Expressing Great Deal/Fair Amount of Confidence in Ben Bernanke:

Democrats Independents Republicans
2008 40                     43               61
2009               64 44                36
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Conclusion

Questions?  For Monday: Chapter 6 and the Boehner reading.

Enjoy the rest of your day!


