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“House Rule Choice”
Prof. Anthony Madonna

POLS 4620E
Lecture #17

University of Georgia

House Rule Choice – Outline and Lecture

I. Introduction
a. Course updates

II. Schickler and Rich (1997)
a. Who cares?
b. The conventional wisdom
c. Their theory
d. Hypotheses
e. Methods
f. Conclusion
g. Critiques?

III. Cox and McCubbins 
Response

a. argument
b. Of course the condition 

matters
c. Partisan NEED
d. Punishing defectors?
e. Thoughts?

IV. Midterm #1 Overview V. Conclusion
a. Have a great day
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Midterm Exam 1 – POLS 4620E
Midterm Exam #1 – The first class midterm is Thursday, June 24th. It will cover Shepsle & 
Bonchek, Ch. 5; Committee-Gatekeeper Games; House Floor Procedure; Cooper & Brady 
(1981); How a Bill Becomes a Law; the U.S. Constitution; Cox (2000); the Committee System; 
House Party Leaders; the House Rules Committee; Vick et al. (2020); House Voting Procedures; 
House Rule Choice; Schickler and Rich (1997); Cox and McCubbins (1997); Ideological 
Scaling; Using Legislative History Resources.  

This exam is open book and open note. I’ll be e-mailing a link to it to you at 8 am. You will 
have until 8 am the following day to complete it. Most of you will be able to finish it in under an 
hour or two. So you’re welcome to take it at any time in that 24 hour window. The exam is being 
given through qualtrics. It will feature the following sections:

Section 1: Identifying Information

Section 2: Multiple Choice & Fill-in-the-Blank

Section 3: Short Essays

Section 4: Committee Gatekeeper Games

Section 5: Identifying a Special Rule

Section 6: Ideological Scaling

Section 7: Using Resources/Legislative History Questions 

Midterm Exam 1 – POLS 4620E
Section 1 – Basic identification questions. These are not graded.
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Midterm Exam 1 – POLS 4620E
Section 2 – A handful of multiple choice/fill in the blank questions. Don’t whiff on these.

Midterm Exam 1 – POLS 4620E
Section 3 – Short essay questions will look like the one below:
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Midterm Exam 1 – POLS 4620E
Section 4 – Committee Gatekeeper Game. This will look identical to the examples on the 
website. 

Midterm Exam 1 – POLS 4620E
Section 5 – Identifying a Special Rule type. 
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Midterm Exam 1 – POLS 4620E
Section 6 – Ideological Scaling Exercise.

Midterm Exam 1 – POLS 4620E
Section 7 – Enactment Research Questions (Using Resources)
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Midterm Exam 1 – POLS 4620E
Section 7 – Enactment Research Questions (Using Resources)

Questions, Concerns, Angry Rants?

Don’t hesitate to e-mail me.


